




and 
irit, 
iles 
will 
the 

(2 
lect 
up. 


ing 
ik- 


ay 


le 


See VO 8 


a. 


SVMIL OOVA 
NOiLVis n @ Z0€ xo 
829Sz 19 €8 93a 
ASVUGIT AINA BOIAVE 








Special 

















Announcement 


of 


Higher 


Criticism 


Series 


acelin — 


Photo by Luoma Photos, Weirton, W. Va. 






Page 669 






Autumn Plans Number 





4> 






September 5, 1959 (Lesson for September 20) 


Volume 101, No. 36 












662 (2) 





i ee eee 
meeting broke all Crusade attendance 
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To God Be The Glory 


The Very Rev. Dr. S. Barton Babbage 
Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne 


In Melbourne we were both humbled and exalted—humbled b: 
the response and exalted by the results. Night by night people 
from every walk of life—from the highest to the lowest—gave 
themselves either by committal to Christ or by rededication. 
It has been a high privilege and an unforgettable experience 
to have been able to share in this evangelistic adventure. The 
i of Billy Graham we have appreciated more than we 
can say. To his burning sincerity, contagious faith and personal 
charm he adds an utter devotion to Christ. We pray that the 
blessing of God may continue to abide on his ministry. 


The Rt. Rev. R. C. Kerle 


Bishop Coadjutor 

The Church of England 

The Diocese of Sydney 

My whole life has been tly enriched by my participation in 
the Crusades in Australia. Never again could I doubt that the 
Gospel is the ‘Power of God,” nor that men’s lives can be 
changed through ‘“‘the foolishness of preaching.” 

Throughout this Commonwealth the majority of ministers 
of all Churches participated. It. has been the greatest act of 
united witness in the history of this nation; and, either directly 
or indirectly through land-line relays, thousands of congrega- 
tions have received deep spiritual blessing. 

We have discovered the existence of a real spiritual hunger 
and we are encouraged to preach Christ crucified with a new 
eonfidence. 

The spirit and message of the Crusades will continue in the 
thousands of Churches who have been benefited beyond measure 
during the Crusade days, and in the lives of the multiplied 
thousands of individuals who have found a new meaning to 
life through faith in Jesus Christ. 

As the Churches and Christians of Australia take up the task 
we firmly believe this is not the end, but the beginning of a 
great new day for the cause of Christ here in this land. 


The Rev. Dr. A. H. Wood 
President-General of the Methodist Church in Australasia 


The Graham Crusade has been the most remarkable religious 
event in this generation in Australia. The numbers attending 
the meetings night after night have been one amazing evidence 
of success. 
The many thousands who have responded in each city have 
ven the churches an opportunity which they have not known 


ore. 

The Methodist Church has whole-heartedly co-operated and 
as its official head Og the heartiest tribute for what we have 
seen and experienced. To God be the glory! 


The Rt. Rev. Marcus Loane 
Bishop Coadjutor 

The Anglican Church 

The Diocese of Sydney 


Sydney has never been so widely or deeply stirred as it has been 
during this Crusade. The many thousands who have crowded 
the meetings at the Showground and who have responded to the 
invitation at every meeting have revealed a spiritual hunger 
which was scarcely suspected. There is perhaps hardly a Church 
in the metropolitan area which is not now rejoicing in those who 
have declared themselves willing to put their trust in Christ and 
receive Him as their Lord and Savior. 

The Crusade has unified all the Churches in a fellowship 
which has. proved more real and effective than we have ever 


The Rev. Gordon Powell 
Minister of St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church 


Sydney is a pleasure-loving city. Its people have been described 
as amiable pagans. Its church people have always had a struggle 
and too often been weak and defeated. What a difference there 
is now! There is a spirit of gaiety and confidence amongst the 
church people. Morale is at an all time high and all the | is 
talking religion and the churches, working joyfully together, feel 
a new strength. We believe it is the beginning of the first big 
tige in our history. God has done great whereof we 
are glad. 


The Rev. Alan Walker 
Minister of the Central Methodist Mission 


Only the Spirit of God, the Christian Gospel and a Christian 
preacher could have produced this miracle. Here we have seen 
— up the need of this t city. A deep yearning for God 
often lies buried beneath the materialism, the sophistication, 
the sin of our lives. Here it has broken through in these days. 
Here we have seen God from His side breaking through to us. 
Life for many of us will never be the same oom. Lives have 
been changed, homes reunited, churches quickened. Humbly, 
gratefully, we acknowledge the goodness of God. 


The Rev. Dr. E. H. Watson 


Director of the Department of Evangelism 
The Baptist Union of the State of N.S.W. 


None of us imagined that we would ever see the day when 
thousands upon thousands of our fellow citizens would openy 
declare their faith in Jesus Christ. People from all walks of life 
have been ready to declare without embarrassment their readi- 
ness to allow God to come into their lives. The Crusade that 
has been held in Sydney is now to be written into the history 
of our nation, and will be written, many of us believe, as the 
greatestevent in the religious life of the country. 


The Rev. R. F. Clement 
Minister of the Central Methodist Church, Auckland 


Almost every Church reports new members in its fellowship, 
and more important, a deepening of the spiritual life of many 
who belonged before. To assess the magnitude of the impact of 
the Crusade we should be required to attempt to measure 
spiritual values which would be impossible. Certain it is that 
something of immense spiritual significance has happened in 
many Churches and Christian people in Auckland for which 
we thank God. 


The Rev. Roland Hart 

President, Canterbury Baptist Association 

The continuing impact of the Crusade is being seen first in the 
increased congregations of Churches of all denominations; sec- 
ondly, in the fact that there is now in every Church a spearhead 
of trained and confident Christian workers. We are now con- 
fronted with an opportunity such as we have never known in 
this country. 
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School Prayer 
By Roger W. Dana 


HIS new school year we ask Thee, 
Lord, 
For all the aid we need 
To help us practice safety first 
In every thought and deed; 
Bestow Thy blessing on us all, 
Please keep us in Thy care, 
And make our school work all this year 
An answer to this prayer. 


bd 


The Sin of Self-Vindication 


Surely one of the hardest tempta- 
tions for the Christian to resist is that 
of self-vindication. We find it so easy 
to prove we are right, so hard to be 
Silent in the face of what appears to us 
to be unjust criticism. And if that 
criticism seems like a personal attack, 
our whole human inclination is to fight 
back. Yet God’s Word is very clear on 
the point. We are not to vindicate our- 
selves nor avenge the harm done to our 
reputation. “Dearly beloved,” wrote the 
Apostle Paul, “avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for 
it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12:19). 
The Lord Jesus had clear words on this 
point: “But I say unto you, That ye re- 
sist not evil: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also” (Matt. 5:39). Further, 
He was in this, as in all things, our 
supreme example. “For even hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, 






“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 






that ye should follow his steps: . . . who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously” (1 Pet. 2:21, 23). 
This is one of those many areas of the 
Christian life in which faith is abso- 
lutely necessary—faith in God, rather 
than in the works of the flesh, We 
must have faith that God hears the 
criticism. We must have faith that He 
will set the bounds of the attack, and 
that in His time He will vindicate 
the truth. We must have faith that our 
reputation is safe in His keeping, and 
that if He chooses to permit us to be- 
come the offscouring of the world or— 
infinitely worse—of our brethren, He 
will give grace and glory. Of course 
such an attitude of faith in God must 
not become a rationalization of our 
own errors or sins. God’s vengeance 
may well be directed against us rather 
than against our critics if we are in 
the wrong. Any criticism, whatever 
the source, must lead us to re-examine 
the position we have held, the action 
we have taken, the motive within us 
that underlies it all. How deceived 
we may become in this area of moti- 
vation—we are forced to confess that 

5 


ve 


.In a 


“the heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know 
it?” (Jer. 17:9.) And so we commit a 
right cause to God, not a faulty one, 
trusting Him to vindicate. David is a 
Biblical example of this attitude of 
faith. Hounded by King Saul, his repu- 
tation ruined, his life endangered, 
David did not lift up so much as a lit- 
tle finger against his enemy—this de- 
spite his knowledge that it was God’s 
will to give him the kingdom. How 
easy it would have been for David to 
take matters into’ his own hands! But 
he committed his cause to God, fleeing 
instead of taking his stand in self-de- 
fense. Nothing in the moral life of’ 
David is more transparently beautiful 
than his attitude’ toward Saul. Perhaps 
we should note that although David did 
not defend himself, he had an able 
defender in Saul’s own _ household: . 
Jonathan. One disturbing factor in cer- 
tain contemporary attacks upon Chris- 
tians is what seems to be a lack of 
Jonathans, personally close to the at- 
tackers, who attempt to stay their 
hands. And yet, if our motivation is 
right, if our position is Biblical, we 
need no Jonathan: God is our defender. 
leaflet published by Loizeaux 
Brothers, “The Servant’s Path in the 
Day of Rejection,” the writer (identi- 
fied only by the initials J.J.P.) has 
summed up the matter thus: 


Self-vindication shun: if in the right 

What gainest thou by taking from God’s hand 

= aa If wrong, what dost thou but 
n 


Satan himself thy friend in need to stand? 

Leave all with God. If right, He’ll prove 
thee so: 

If not, He’ll pardon; therefore to Him go. 


J.T. Bi 


b 4 


“Set Thine House in Order” 
By J. H. Hunter, LL.D. 


written the Minister for External 

Affairs for Canada, Dr. Sidney E. 
Smith, got up from his lunch in his 
Ottawa home to go to the House of Com- 
mons a few blocks away. Before he 
reached the front door of his home he 
was dead of heart failure. He was a 
brilliant man, an outstanding education- 
ist, former president of the University 
of Toronto. The business of a nation 
was suspended when his death was an- 
nounced, high officials from all walks of 
life attended his funeral, the newspapers 
recorded the many eulogies passed upon 
him—but he was dead, nor could “hon- 
our’s voice provoke the silent dust, or 
flattery soothe the dull cold ear of 
death:” So it was, so it is, so it ever 
shall be even as Gray has written: 


‘ FEW days before these words were 


The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 

And all that beauty, all that wealth e’er gave, 
Await alike the inevitable hour: 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

What is the lesson that you who read 
and I who write should learn? Just 
that set down in the words given by 
Isaiah to good King Hezekiah: “Thus 
saith the Lord, Set thine house in order: 
for thou shalt die, and not live” (Isa. 38: 
1). Some day, any day, that summons 
will come for all of us, unless we are of 
that generation that “shall not . . . sleep” 
but be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air. But this brief meditation is an ur- 
gent plea to everyone, because of the 
desperate uncertainty of life, to set his 
house in order. ; 

One of the most pathetic tragedies of 
life is to see an old person who clings to 
the world and to worldly things, who 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Though the Lord be high, yet 

’ hath he respect unto the lowly: 

but the proud he knoweth afar 
off” (Psa. 138:6). 

















has not become wise, who refuses to set 
his house in order and prepare for the 
great change. Woe to that man and 
woman when the world shuts them out, 
as it will, when the things of time and 
sense lose their savor without the portals 
of the other life having opened for 
them! How sad the spectacle of an old 
man whose heart is wrapped up here 
where his treasure is, and who has noth- 
‘ing whatever laid up in the world to 
come! It is not thus, friends, that one 
attains an old age “serene and bright 
and lovely as a Lapland night.” In 
- writing thus we are not suggesting for a 
moment that old age is the timé to pre- 
pare for the world to come. While it is 
blessedly true that while the lamp holds 
on to burn there is still time to “set 
thine house in order” and to turn to the 
Lord Jesus, how seldom is it done! 
Alas!’ as life has been lived too often so 
it ends, and as the tree falls so it lies. 
The message that comes ringing to us 
down through the solemn corridors of 
time is that of the Preacher: “Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, 
nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them” 
(Eccles. 12:1). 

It is time for’ you and me to face the 
realities of the future, the uncertainties 
of life, and the certainties and implica- 
tions of death. “Fore-fancy your death- 
bed,” says that old saint of Scotland, 
Samuel Rutherford, and if that were 
done a little more what a salutary effect 
it might have on all our lives. Project 
yourself into the future and to that 
inevitable hour when the journey is 
done, and you must go down to that 
river which has no bridge and is very 
deep. “How will you do then in the 
swelling of Jordan?” “Just fore-fancy 
that,” as Alexander Whyte says. Will 
you sink in those waters or find good 
standing ground? That will depend on 
what you do now, and the extent of 
your faith in the King of that place. So 
it was told Christian and Hopeful by 
the angelic beings whom the pilgrims 
had met in the Land of Beulah. Chris- 
tian found the river deep and thought 
he would be overwhelmed in the waters, 
but his companion said: “I feel the bot- 
tom, brother, and it is good.” Then 
they both took courage and got over in 
safety. How about you? How about 
me? Can we both feel the bottom and 
say “it is good”? 

“Hold His hand fast,” says Ruther- 
ford. “He knows all the fords. You 
may be ducked in His company but 
never drowned.” If you want to know 
what to do when the time comes to 
cross the river read the last few pages of 
Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” part one 
and part two, fore-fancy yourself in that 
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goodly company as one by one they 
cross the river, and then live as they 
lived on their pilgrim journey. 

“Have you ever, among all your many 
imaginings, imagined yourself on your 
deathbed?” says Dr. Whyte. “Have you 
ever thought you heard the doctor 
whisper, ‘Tonight’? Have you ever lain 
low in your bed and listened to the 
death rattle in your own throat? And 
have you still listened to the awful 
silence in the house after all was over? 
Have you ever shot in imagination the 
dreadful gulf that stands fixed between 
life and death, and between time and 
eternity? Have you ever tried to get a 
glimpse beforehand of your own place 
where you will be an hour after death, 
when they are putting the graveclothes 
on your still warm body, and when they 
are measuring your corpse for your 
coffin? Where will you be by that time? 
Have you any idea? Can you fancy 
it? Did you ever try? And if not, why 
not?” Searching questions these, my 
friends. 

I am afraid that some who read these 
words will turn away with a shudder at 
such morbid musings. But are they 
morbid? Is it morbid to prepare for a 
change that is inevitable and that de- 
termines our destiny? Is it not in the 
heyday of one’s health and strength that 
one should prepare to die by setting 
one’s house in order? No one has a 
lease on life, and the transition may 


multitudes of others every day. “It isa 
great art to die well and that art is to be 
learnt by men in health; for he that pre. 
pares not for death before his last sick- 
ness is like him that begins to study 
philosophy when he is going to dispute 
publicly in the faculty.” So writes 
Jeremy Taylor, author of “Holy Dying.” 
If we set our house in order in the 
days of our health, and when the winds 
of summer blow softly in our youth, we 
need not fear the blast$ of winter. The 
rains may descend, the floods come, and 
the winds blow, but the house of life 
that is built upon the Rock Christ Jesus 
will stand. Old age will have no terrors, 
and you may “fore-fancy” your entry 
into the Celestial City and even find 
yourself like the pilgrims “in Heaven 
before they were come at it.” Then shall 
we go down to the dark river shouting 
with old Mr. Honest, “Grace reigns!” 
Fore-fancy that great day you who read 
these words. And to finish let us call 
again on Dr. Whyte: “Be on the tiptoe 
of expectation as the end draws near. 
Another pang, another gasp, one more 
unutterable sinking of, heart and flesh 
as if we were going down into the 
dreadful pit—and then the abundant 
entrance, and the beatific vision! What 
wilt thou do then? What wilt thou say 
then? Hast thou thy salvation and thy 
song ready? And what will it be?” 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


What Is “Perfect Attendance”? 


Will you kindly comment on what 
should govern the presenting of “per- 
fect attendance” pins? For years the 
Bible school which I attend has al- 
lowed sickness to serve as an accept- 
able excuse and children who have 
missed as much as several months 

during the ten-month school year 
have received perfect attendance pins. 

I contend that “perfect attendance” 
is just that, and sickness, while un- 
fortunate, should not enter into the 
picture. Others on our faculty con- 
tend that the pin means so much to 
the children, and if prevented from 
actual attendance through no fault of 
their own they should be given the 
pin. I feel there should be a distinc- 
tion between “perfect” attendance and 
“faithful” attendance. Sooner or later 
all must learn that life holds many 
disappointments and, after all, a pin is 
not the final goal and aim of. Bible 
school teaching. Personally, I would 
rather see the whole system of pin 
presentation stopped than give them 
for what they do not honestly repre- 
sent. Your opinion will be appreci- 
ated—A New Jersey reader. 


When a pin is given for perfect at- 
tendance it should mean that the scholar 
has not missed a Sunday during the 
year. This is the best standard to main- 
tain, because some scholars (children 


and adults) do have literally perfect 
attendance, and it helps growing chil- 
dren to learn to be strictly honest in all 
‘that they say and do and to model their 
lives according to the highest standards. 
If a scholar misses a few Sundays, then 
his attendance record simply is not 
“perfect,” whatever may be the cause of 
his absences. It is not fair to those who 
have maintained a literally perfect at- 
tendance to give awards for the same 
thing to those who have not. 


However, there are Sunday schools 
where the officers deliberately decide 
to allow a scholar to be absent one 
or two Sundays out of fifty-two and still 
receive the pin for perfect attendance. 
This may be all right as far as one 
particular school is concerned, and pro- 
vided all the members, teachers, officers, 
and members of the church understand 
clearly what the rule is. But even this 
has its drawbacks, for a child who has 
attended only forty-eight or fifty Sun- 

(Continued on page 668) 
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|. The Believer Between Death and Resurrection 
















“It is a 
is to be 
lat pre. 
‘4 Bre: A message of comfort to all Christians 
dispute By JUDSON B. PALMER 
writes ; 
rly FOREWORD What is the state of the saved after the soul from the body, but God again 
winds Back in the 80’s of the last century, they die and before their bodies united soul and body. Likewise the 
ith a when the Y.M.C.A. in Galveston, Texas, are raised at the second coming of Apostle James says in so many words 
, "The was in its infancy, struggling for exist- Christ? This is a question that that death is the separation of soul 
sie an ence, and looking for a leader, who sooner or later gives concern to and body. He says, “The body without 
of lite would have power with men, because every thoughtful person among the the spirit is dead” (Jas. 2:26). He does 
: Jeu he knew the power of God in regener- children of God. As the result of not say that the spirit is dead, but: that 
errors, ating and transforming, in his own soul, a harrowing experience in 1900, the body is dead. Death does not touch 
entry in the providence of God, Judson B. which is described in the foreword me, the soul, the ego, the I, myself, the 
n find Palmer was sent to meet tire need. accompanying this article, Mr. personality. It only touches the body. 
leavell From the beginning, Mr. Palmer Palmer made a very careful study of It cannot harm me. Death is a release 
1 shall placed the great emphasis of the work this subject. What he found will be rather than a hindrance to me. It sets 
outing of the Association upon the teaching of published in the Times in four in- me free. The body is laid away and 
.igns!” the Word of God, all other activities, stallments, of which this is the first. sleeps in the grave, but the soul lives 
> ren 4 social, educational or physical, being on more thoroughly awake than ever. 
s call subordinate to, and governed thereby. oe 2. The child of God at the moment 
tiptoe Thus the Galveston Y.M.C.A. soon came 17:11. In God's estimate Judson B. of death receives a spiritual and glori- 
neil to be known, near and far, as a strong- Palmer must have ranked high in that fied body. I believe this to be the 
main hold of true Christian testimony, in- company, and through this message, his teaching of 2 Corinthians 5:1-4. He 
flesh creasing year by year in service and ministry continues, as there are always will have the same form and features 
es influence under the leadership of this newly made graves and aching hearts that he had here on earth, but glorified. 
aden godly man. that need comfort—Margaret E. Tar- It is not the resurrection body when 
What Then came the awful storm of Sep- rant. “this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
1 say tember 8, 1900, and Mr. Palmer was i Se cae. tion,” but a glorified body retaining 
1 thy among those who suffered in that ter- FTER our loved ones have passed the form and features of the body 
o” rible calamity. After a night of such beyond this life, questions often which he had on earth, and through 
horror that it beggars description, the are raised by the living concern- *Wwhich he can manifest himself between 
morning of September 9 found him ing their departed. Where are they death and the resurrection. Our pres- 
battered and bruised, homeless, his wife now? Are they conscious? What are ent material body of flesh, and bones, 
and only child among those missing, they doing? Do they know each other and blood is the house in which we 
their bodies never to be found. there? Do they see those whom they now live, and through which we now 
It was in the weeks of loneliness, suf- have left behind, and do they know manifest ourselves. At the very mo- 
fering, and weakness that followed that what is transpiring here on earth? Are ment of death we move out of this house 
he gave himself to a definite study of they perfectly happy? These, and many of clay into the house not made with 
the Word in regard to departed be- similar questions are asked. Some of hands, a house that will be adapted to 
levers, in order to comfort his own these questions are very clearly an- our new mode of existence, and it will 
tect heart. Some years later, after he had swered in the Word of God. The an-_ be glorious. 
shil- resumed his responsibility as general swers to others may be inferred, while N Naked Spirit 
secretary of the Galveston Y.M.C.A., @ to some we may find no answer at all. ots wedvtas 
ey young woman, who was sorrowing over Contrary to the statements of some, _ It is evident that the Apostle Paul 
esed the departure of her mother to be with the Bible does have a good deal to say had been greatly distressed over the 
— the Lord, appealed to Mr. Palmer for about the life after death. Much of our thought of moving out of this house 
= light and comfort. The fruit of the ignorance is due to the fact thai we just a naked spirit, unclothed, floating 
- study, made in the agony of his own have not carefully and prayerfully @bout with no form and features, and 
?. soul, was then written out and given studied the Scriptures to find God’s an- ‘5° he exclaimed, “For verily in this we 
. ri to the young woman, and was so blessed swers to our questions. All that we 8foan, longing to be clothed upon with 
ail of the Holy Spirit to her that Mr. Palmer know, and all that we possibly can OUr habitation which is from heaven: 
me was led to show the manuscript to know about the life after death is what if so be that being clothed we shall not 
a few Bible-loving friends who urged is revealed to us in the Word of God. be found naked” (2 Cor. 5:2, 3, AS.V.). 
ols its publication, which was done for the It is all a matter of revelation. Only I! deeply sympathize with the apostle, 
ide sake of extended testimony, and it as God has spoken can we know. Man’s for I have often shared those feelings 
me proved to be such a blessing: to be- beliefs, or conjectures, or imaginings, myself. But I have been greatly com- 
till reaved hearts that seven editions have or reasonings will not avail us any- forted by the assurance which he has 
ce. been exhausted. thing. At the very best we can only given us, that such will not be the ex- 
ne Mr. Palmer continued as secretary of guess, but God has spoken with au- perience of those who die in Christ; for 
rO- the Galveston Y.M.C.A. until 1912, thority, and we can rest contented on he says,’ “We know that if our earthly 
TS, when, on account of broken health, he His Word. house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
nd resigned, but so great was the appre- we have a building of God, an house 
nis ciation of the Board of Directors of his The New House Received at Death not made with hands, eternal in the 
as faithful, effective service, that he was From the study of the Scriptures we heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). He says “we 
n- made secretary emeritus, in which re- learn: know” it. There is no doubt or ques- 
lationship he continued, always sought 1. That physical death is the separa- tion about it. And “we have” it. It is 
after because of his power in prayer tion of soul and body. When Elijah in the present tense. Not at some time 
_ and the exposition of the Word, uniil raised the widow’s son, “he stretched in the future, but the very moment 
the Lord called him to higher service himself upon the child three times, and when we move out of the earthly house 
.on April 23, 1937, two days before his cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord we move into the heavenly. 
eighty-sixth birthday. my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul When Moses and Elijah appeared to 
. The characterization of God’s nobil- come into him again. And the Lord the disciples on the Mount of Trans- 
= ity, as those who “received the word heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul figuration, they appeared as men. Luke 
with all readiness of mind, and searched of the child came into him again” (1 says that they were men (Luke 9:30). 
the scriptures” is given to us in Acts Kings 17:21, 22). Death had separated (Continued on page 668) 
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Readying Your School for the Coming Season 


Proved ideas. for teaching, getting attention, and holding teachers’ meetings 


Organizing Your Lesson 
Preparation and Teaching 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 


RGANIZATION improves both the 

preparation and the presentation of 
the week’s lesson by the teacher. It 
simplifies the efforts of the teacher and 
clarifies the lesson for the class. With- 
out organization, the teacher prepares 
the lesson verse by verse with one of 
two hopes—either, if thoroughly pre- 
pared, that all this can be crowded 
into the brief time allotted for the les- 
son before that interrupting bell rings, 
or, if less thoroughly prepared, that the 
bell will ring before the prepared ma- 
terial has been exhausted. 

The first organization step is to de- 
‘termine the key message or purpose of 
the immediate lesson. This postulates 
that each lesson has inspiration for bet- 
ter daily Christian living—rather than 
mere information solely for personal 
knowledge. The lesson literature usu- 
ally suggests this key thought. However, 
the teacher, with a personal knowl- 
edge of the class members, may desire 
to expréss it differently or to substitute 
another key theme that will be more 
applicable to the immediate group. 

The second step is to find in the Scrip- 
ture passage at least two,-and not more 
than three, major points that will build 
up to the key thought, or upon which 
this can rest. These do not have to be 
a progressive development, but may be 
in sharp contrast. For example, if the 
lesson is on personal Christian faith, 
the first point may be a view of what 
it means not to have such faith, and 
then the second natural one would be 
to show what it means to have faith in 
our daily living. 

The choice of the two or three points 
should depend upon the time allotted 
for teaching the lesson and also upon 
the nature and volume of the Scripture 
passage. To do justice to the lesson 
and the points, at least ten minutes 
should be allotted to each. Conse- 
quently, if the lesson period is only 
twenty minutes, the teacher weakens 
the effectiveness of the efforts to try 
to crowd three or more major points 
of the key thought into such’ a short 
time. On the other hand, if the lesson 
period’ is thirty to forty-five minutes, 
and the nature and quantity of the 
Scripture passage warrants it, the 
teacher may well have three major 
points for the key thought. 

Experience warns against having 
more than three such points. With a 
larger number, the attention of the class 
is spread out too thinly, with the result 
that too many pupils fail to grasp as 
much as they should. If the teacher 
wil! follow, for the key thought, the ex- 
ample of a lawyer pleading his case, 
the importance of driving home the 


points of the lesson as briefly and 
clearly as possible will be seen. 

With the key thought and the two or 
three major points in hand, the teacher 
approaches the Scripture passage more 
effectively. The various verses are fit- 
ted into the organized outline -for the 
lesson. Some word or phrase or sen- 
tence may offer a good independent 
thought, but unless this cannot be 
adapted with reasonable smoothness 
into the organized preparation, the 
teacher will do well to pass it up for 
the present. 

Each major point should have two 
or three good illustrations from the 
Bible or from everyday life. It is bet- 
ter to have more of these than can be 
used, than to have time and not have 
an apt illustration available. 

An organized teacher will approach 
the lesson period with calm confidence. 
Everything is well in hand and the 
teacher is prepared and determined to 
keep it that way. 

There are so many good thoughts 
waiting in a well-organized lesson that 
only a sentence or two is used to get it 
under way. Minutes are valuable. 
Many teachers feel that it is a waste of 
this time to take five to fifteen minutes 
to review the previous Sunday’s lesson. 

A clock or a watch that can be seen 
at a quick glance, and which few if any 
in the class will notice, is a must for a 
successful presentation of this well-pre- 
pared lesson. With two major points 
for the key thought, the wise teacher 
will allot the first half of the lesson 
time to the first point and the last half 
to the second. When the half-way time 
is reached, all unused ideas for the first 
point will stay unused for this lesson 
period. The second point will be 
started at once. 

The alert teacher will notice as the 
midway point is approached, and will 
make a smooth transition to the second 
point.’ The same alertness will warn 
when it is about time for the closing 
bell, and, the closing summary state- 
ments will be made without haste. 

With such organization, the teacher 
will never have to .complain, “We didn’t 
much more than get started on the les- 
son!” And the class members will not 
wonder whether it was really worth 
while to attend, since “we seemed to 
get nowhere in the lesson.” The teacher 
will have the assurance that a complete 
lesson thought has been presented in 
the limited time. The class members 
will be conscious of and appreciate a 
complete picture of the week’s lesson 
rather than merely a brief nibble of the 
first part of it, or an idle wandering 
through the verses of the Scripture. 

Practice with an organized prepara- 
tion and presentation of the lesson will 
soon bring the teacher to the place 
where he will think in terms of two or 
three major points for the key thought. 
The presentation, no matter what type 


of teaching used, will soon fall na 
and easily into the time allotted for it 
Everyone will be better ‘satisfied and 
the attraction for newcomers will in- 
crease. 

Souts BeEnp, Inp. 


we 


Getting and Holding Attention 
By Juliette Frazier 


AVING had considerable experience 

in teaching Sunday school classes 
of various ages, I have found that one 
of the teacher’s greatest difficulties is 
holding the attention of the whole class 
throughout the lesson. The pupils may 
all be interested at the beginning of the 
lesson, but a child’s attention is easily 
diverted—a bee on the window or some 
unusual noise is enough to distract the 
pupil’s mind from the lesson, and in 
such a case he generally misses most of 
it. 

It occurred to me that if each pupil 
were given an opportunity to partici- 
pate in an active, personal way, his 
attention could probably be held. 

Knowing that most children like to 
draw, each child was given a sheet of 
drawing paper at the end of the lesson, 
told to take it home, draw on it every- 
thing he could remember about the 
lesson. The drawings could be either 
colored with crayons or left black and 
white, but they were to be brought 
back to Sunday school the following 
Sunday to be considered for a prize. 
The boy or girl who remembered most 
about the previous Sunday’s lesson, and 
depicted it most accurately, received 
the prize. 

The pictures were not judged for 
their artistry, but rather for the things 
remembered by the pupil, and the pu- 
pil’s understanding of what took place 
—where, and how it happened. In some 
drawings it was necessary to write the 
names of towns, rivers, lakes, moun- 
tains, or people, and the like, to make 
it plain that the lesson had _ been 
thoroughly understood. 

For example, the baptism of the Lord 
Jesus was well illustrated by a rather 
crude drawing by an eight-year-old 
girl. She drew the River Jordan with 
two figures standing in the water—John 
baptizing Jesus, while out of the clouds 
flew a‘dove above the Lord’s head. The 
water of the Jordan she colored dark 
green, and wrote on it “Jordan in Gali- 
lee.” The Lord’s garments she colored 
blue, but John’s were colored light 
brown with a dark brown girdle; show- 
ing she knew that John wore raiment 
of camel’s hair and a leather girdle. 
At the bottom of the sheet of paper 
she neatly wrote the Golden Text, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt. 3:17). 
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lesson for September 20 


Children of the Intermediate classes 
in the Sunday school, as well as those 
of the Primary Department, find it an 
incentive to pay close attention to the 
lessons when given the opportunity to 
compete with others for a prize. 

What the prize was to be was kept 
secret, which made it the more exciting 
for the children. Some of the prizes 
given were such things as small New 
Testaments, plastic letter openers with 
a Bible verse on them, small religious 


mottoes, pretty bookmarks, and the like. . 


- None of these prizes cost more than 
about fifteen cents each, and most of 
them much less since they were ob- 
tained from the local church supply 
center at a wholesale price. The par- 
ents of some of the pupils gladly do- 
nated a few extra pennies for the 
purpose, because they were delighted to 
see the interest the children took in 
their Sunday school lessons. 


SHERWOOD, OREG. 


Tonic for Teachers 
By Esther Miller Payler 


ne OU need a tonic!” was the favor- 
ite prescription of an old country 
doctor. Perhaps it would not be amiss if 

Sunday school teachers and officers were 
to take a spiritual tonic to give an up- 
litt to their teaching when they feel out 
of sorts and that their class teaching is 
not worth the effort. Surely a tonic is 
in order before a teacher gives up a 
class. 

A monthly meeting of teachers and 
officers as’ well as board of education 
executives can be made a good “talk- 
out” session for solving problems and 
exchanging ideas. If the Sunday school 
staff is large, separate meetings can be 
held for each department, but in the 
medium-sized and small schools, often 
one meeting can be open to all. 

Those experienced in Sunday school 
work say it is vital that such a meeting 
be held during the week, and best at 
church, so it does not grow into a purely 
Social evening that will eclipse the 
thorough discussion of problems. There 
should be no hurrying, and the presiding 
leader should see that all have a chance 
to express themselves, and that the time 
is not monopolized by just a few. This 
feeling of support and getting together 
is a great preventive of trouble, and is 
a morale builder. 

In one small school the head of each 
department and the teachers meet each 
quarter, after they get their quarterlies 
and teaching materials and before the. 
quarter starts, to talk about the lessons 
and to ask questions and exchange in- 
formation. This especially helps begin- 
hers and those whose educational back- 
ground makes them feel they are not as 
well prepared as they should be. 

You cannot as a teacher help your 
Pupils to be devoted to Christ unless 
you are. Dwight L. Moody, when asked 
how it was he could so influence persons 
for the Saviour answered, “I don’t know, 


but maybe it’s because God has all there 
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is of me.” Whole-souled devotion is sure 
to get results. 

One veteran Sunday school teacher 
says that when she feels discouraged 
with her teaching she prays more. As 
she works about her house and garden, 
she prays as much as she can about her 
class and for e&ch member by name. 
Very few persons have left her class 
without making a decision for Christ. 

An office worker, who is a teacher of 
Junior-age boys, says he gets a tonic 
from visiting the homes of his boys and 
talking to their parents in an effort to 
help the boys in their Christian lives. 

More Bible reading by the teacher, 
outside of the Sunday school lesson, may 
be a vital spiritual tonic. One teacher 
continually reads the Bible through, 
sometimes in different versions. Some- 
times she and her husband, who also 
teaches Sunday school, make an inten- 
sive study of one book or group of 
books. They say this keeps them spirit- 
ually alert. 

You would not be well nourished if 
you did not eat adequate food, so our 
spirits need refreshment from prayer, 
meditation, and Bible reading. The 
living water of the Word springs more 
abundantly the more it is used. Books 
of devotion and religious books are also 
stimulating and thought-provoking. 

A teacher of adults feels that he gets a 
tonic himself and so do his students 
when he introduces a change in the 
usual lesson. Instead of the lecture 
method, he uses discussion, or a film, or 
gets a guest teacher. Such variety is a 
tonic and prevents tedium. 

An Intermediate teacher plans at 
least once a year or oftener, if possible, 
to take her students on a tour. Having 
made previous arrangements, they visit 
another church and a class of pupils of 
about their age, or they visit some 
church institution and do something for 
the people. For instance, they visited a 
large city settlement house and spon- 
sored a party for teen-agers. They 
visited an old people’s home and gave a 
choral program. This has endless pos- 
sibilities of putting Christianity into ac- 
tion, and stimulating interest in teacher 
and pupils. 

Reading some _ devotional classic, 
prayerfully and thoughtfully, can deepen 
spiritual insights and give the teacher 
a new vision and thus make his teaching 
more meaningful. 

An executive of a large corporation, 
who could have the excuse of being 
“too busy,” teaches a class of men every 
Sunday morning. He says that sometime 
on Sunday he reads over the lesson for 
the next week, then each day, if only 
for a few minutes, he goes over the 
main ideas. On Friday or Saturday, he 
summarizes all these and gets them into 
orderly notes. He has a good file of 
clippings, classified under heads such as 
“Faith,” “Everyday Application of Re- 
ligion,” “Devotions,” “Old Testament,” 
“New Testament,” “Jesus,” “Paul,” and 








All that God is, and that God has, is 
at the disposal of prayer. But we must 
use the key.—R. A. Torrey. 
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the like. He says it is surprising, when 
you have a lesson in mind, how much 
turns up that adds to the interest. 
Having more material than needed helps 
the teacher’s confidence. 

Do you feel it is a privilege to be a 
co-worker with God? Do you humbly 
ask for help in the important work of 
teaching Sunday school? Attitude can 
be a real tonic. Attitude has a way of 
being apparent to all those whom you 
try to teach. 

If you are enthusiastic about your 
Saviour and know how desperately 
your pupils need Him, you will teach 
as if the present lesson is the last one 
you will have the opportunity of teach- 
ing. Perhaps it is, who knows. That 
idea will be a tonic, causing you to give 
your teaching all you have. 


LANCASTER, PA. 


Board-Meeting Etiquette 
By Raymond C. Ortlund 


N YOUR Sunday school do you have 
] meetings of the board, or meetings of 
the bored? Are they enjoyable, fruitful 
times of getting things done for Christ— 
or irritatingly wasteful evenings of chit 
chat, side issues, and unpreparedness? 
Try these twelve suggestions for revital- 
izing your business sessions: 

1. Be prompt! Ifyou keep five people 
waiting ten minutes, you have wasted 
fifty minutes of precious time. 

2. Come in the right attitude! If you 
are gloomy or out of sorts, the disease 
will spread. Come praying that God 
will bless the efforts, then you can 
afford to be optimistic and expectant. 

3. Avoid bringing up personal items 
not pertinent to the subject. Your 
friends are not as interested to hear 
your story or recent experience as you 
think! This is how time is lost, and one 
reason that many a meeting has ad- 
journed hours late with business unfin- 
ished. : 

4. Do not chat with your neighb 
while other members are discussing 
business. One of the moderator’s 
hardest problems is keeping attention. 

5. Recognize your moderator. Ad- 
dress him before you speak, and give 
him the proper deference. This will 
give even your smaller meetings dignity 
and order. Never should a moderator 
have to assert himself to get the proper 
respect. 

6. Don’t be a die-hard. When a sug- 
gestion of yours is rejected by the ma- 
jority, or a motion passed that you 
opposed, go along with the rest. Don’t 
sulk, hoping to be able to say, “I told 
you so.” 

7. Drop it! When a matter has been 
voted on it should not be brought up to 
be rehashed all over again. 

8. Keep in mind that the church and 
Sunday school and their progress are 
more important than you, your special 
friends, or even the whole board. 

9. Be especially thoughtful of that one 
with whom you seem constantly to dis- 
agree. Go out of your way to be 
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pleasant, so that he will know your dif- 
ferences have no effect on your basic 
fellowship in Christ. 

10. Be quick to commend a job well 
done—‘Mr. Chairman, this was an ex- 
cellent report, and I move we give our 
friend a rising vote of thanks.” This 
makes for real unity. 

11. Make sure your committees func- 
tion, and that the material you bring to 
the board concerns the interests of the 
whole. The board too often spends 
important time on business that belongs 
to committees. State your conclusions 
in such a way as to avoid as many un- 
necessary questions as possible. 

12. Pray! If you begin each meeting 
with a sincere devotional period, and 
continue in an attitude of prayer, the 
time spent will glorify Christ and ac- 
complish His will. ; 

Perhaps a review of these twelve 
suggestions would make a _ profitable 
study at your next board meeting. Re- 
member God would have you be “not 
slothful in business”—particularly His 
business! ° 


Scorta, N. Y. 
4 


Death and Resurrection 
(Continued from page 665) 


They had the form and features of men, 
but they appeared in glory, with bodies 
that were glorified. Moses had been 
dead nearly fifteen hundred years. God 
had buried his body in the valley of 
Moab, but now he appears in the body 
of glory. This could not have been 
that body which God buried in Moab 
now raised from the- dead, because 
Christ is the first fruits of them that 
sleep, and He had not at that time 
risen from the dead. It must needs be 
the spiritual and glorified body which 
Moses received when God kissed away 
his breath. Surely, immediately. after 
death the believer will move out of his 
house of clay into a house resplendent 
with glory, adapted to his needs, and 
through which he can. manifest himself 
between death and the resurrection. 

That the believer after death has a 
body with form and features is evident 
also from the real, after-death scene of 
the rich man and Lazarus, the particu- 
lars of which were given by the Lord 
Jesus, and every detail of which He 
must have personally known (Luke 16: 
19-31). Remember that this is no par- 
able, but a real occurrence. Parables 
do not give the names of persons. The 
rich man had eyes. He saw Lazarus. 
He knew him. He recognized him as 
the poor beggar he had seen many 
times at his gate. Lazarus must have 
had hands and fingers, for the rich man 
prayed that he might dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool his tongue. 
The rich man had a tongue, for he 








Believe God’s Word and power more 
than you believe your own feelings and 
experiences. Your Rock is Christ, and 
it is not the Rock which ebbs and flows, 
but your sea.—Samuel Rutherford. 
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“cried and said.” He also recognized 
Abraham although he had never seen 
him before. -There can be no question 
but that there were form and features 
in the case of each of these persons. 


(To be continued) 
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A Winter Cruise to the 


West Indies and South America 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will 

sponsor a winter cruise next year to 
the West Indies and South America on 
the Canadian Pacific’s new S. S. Empress 
of England, sailing from New York on 
February 17, 1960. The nineteen-day 
cruise will include calls at St. Thomas, 
V. IL; Grenada, Windward Is.; -Port of 
Spain, Trinidad; La Guaria, Venezuela; 
Curacao, Netherlands West Indies; Cris- 
tobal, C. Z.; Kingston, Jamaica; Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti; and Havana, Cuba. 
Sightseeing will be arranged at each of 
these ports. 

Fuller details will be given in later 
issues of THE Sunpay ScHoot Tres. 
Meanwhile, those interested may write 
for an itinerary. Just address The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Harry J. 
Jaeger, Director, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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“What Is Perfect Attendance”? 
(Continued from page 664) 


days may compare his award with that 
of a child from another school where 
pins are given only for literally perfect 
attendance. These two awards are not 
really equal in value. The correspond- 
ent makes a good suggestion, that a dis- 
tinction be made between “perfect 
attendance” and “faithful attendance”; 
and makes a good point in saying that 
“sooner or later all must learn that life 
holds many disappointments and, after 
all, a pin is not the final goal and aim of 
Bible school teaching.” 


ve 


Children at Home 


Who Smashed the Windows? 
By Margaret Moody — 


T WAS a bitterly cold Sunday morn- 

ing. As Mr. Stewart hurried to- 
ward the church he was thinking how 
glad he would be to get inside, out of 
the driving wind and sleet. A few 
minutes later, when he had opened the 
door and stepped inside he shivered 
and found the place icy cold. Entering 
the auditorium, he found that, for the 
second time, every pane of glass on the 
north side of the church had been 
broken. Stones and bits of glass were 
scattered about the floors and pews. 
Looking at this senseless damage, and 
thinking of all the expense and hard 
work involved in making repairs again, 
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the pastor felt angry and greatly dis- 
tressed.' Who could have done it? Some 
secret enemy deliberately trying to 
hinder the work of the Lord? Or just 
some thoughtless boy who enjoyed 
throwing stones at a target? 

The last time it happened, Mr. Stew- 
art had called in the police, but they, 
after much investigating and interview. 
ing, had not found the culprit. This 
time he fell on his knees, asking God to 
show him how they could put an end 
to this wicked vandalism. 

Soon, boys and girls were running 


‘into the building for Sunday school, 


They stopped and gasped in dismay 
when they saw the broken glass and 
felt the cold wind blowing through their 
lovely church. As some of. the older 


. oe 


boys helped the pastor clean up the - 


dirt, it was decided that this time they 
would do their own detective work. At 
school, and in his own neighborhood, 
each of the boys was to make quiet in- 
quiries and report back to Mr. Stewart. 

By this means, it was not long before 
they had enough evidence to convince 
them that the culprit was an eleven- 
year-old lad named Mike Switch. Mr. 
Stewart asked the boys to say nothing 
about their findings but to pray for him 
as he would try to handle this difficult 
matter. Going to the address given 
him, he was not able to find Mike, but 
did have a talk with the boy’s parents. 
He told them what had happened and 
why he was so certain that Mike had 
had something to do with it. Mr. and 
Mrs. Switch became very angry. They 
told him what a good boy Mike had al- 
ways been; how he had never needed 
punishment like other children; how the 
priest had chosen him to be an altar 
boy at the cathedral; and how very 
wicked were the boys who had brought 
in this lying report. 

Mr. Stewart’s heart was heavy with 
a sense of defeat. He saw that he was 
getting nowhere with these people and 
might as well go home. However, be- 
ing a true servant of the Lord, he said: 

“I would not have come here without 
being sure about this matter, and we 
had hoped that you. would pay some- 
thing toward repairing the damage. 
However, we have no wish to quarrel 
with you, knowing that we ourselves 
were all guilty before God and desper- 
ately in need of a Saviour, before 
Christ found us.” 

He went on to tell them earnestly of 
God’s love: how He sent His Son into 
the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might 
be saved. He prayed for the Switch 
family, left a Gospel of John with them, 
and went wearily home. 

A week later, he was preparing for a 
meeting of the boys’ club one evening, 
when a strange lad entered the church. 
With hanging head, he introduced him- 
self as Mike Switch, and, holding out 
a twenty-dollar bill to the minister, 
said: ‘ 

“My dad got his pay tonight and 
sent me over here to give you this 
money. It is to pay for the windows 


(Continued on page 680) 
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Danger! “Higher Critics”? at Work! 


S IT a light thing to contradict, or question, or deny the plain statements found in the Bible? 
A well-known physical therapist of Germantown, Philadelphia, Frederick Erdman, is convinced 
that there is real peril in contradicting the Scriptures, and he was so concerned about it that he 
prepared a paper of nearly ten thousand words, primarily to help his two sons—now grown men— 
see some of the startling results of Higher Criticism. , 
Though Frederick Erdman has no medical degree and never pretends to have, his friends all know 

him as Dr. Erdman because of the benefits that have come from the physical treatments he has given 
to thousands of Christian workers and others through nearly sixty years. He was particularly well 
fitted to prepare such a paper because of the intensive Biblical training that he received from his 
father, his reading of theological literature, and his very wide acquaintance with Christian leaders 


during the crucial period of the last sixty years. 


He is a son of William J. Erdman, D.D., who was 


one of the consulting editors of the Scofield Reference Bible, of whom it is reported that D. L. Moody 


said he knew his Bible better than any other man in the country. 


The Editor is happy to be able to share with Sunday School Times readers Dr. Erdmian’s excep- 
tionally fine treatise on the Higher Criticism. It will be published in a series of six articles beginning 
in the issue of October 3. These are not dry, heavy, and uninteresting, intended only for theolo- 
gians; but they are written in plain language for the layman, with frequent touches of humor, yet 
on the scholarly level, and they contain clever and effective answers to many of the arguments of the 
Higher Critics. Here are some samples: 


“The defenders of Higher Criticism 
call it ‘reverent,’ but that the Higher 
Critics have little regard, certainly no 
reverence for Scripture, is proved by 
the following opprobrious’_ epithets 
which have been applied to the Penta- 
teuch. I collected these fifty years ago 
from Higher Critics and prominent 
clergymen of England, Scotland, and the 
United States: ‘Narratives that directly 
contradict one another,’ ‘anachronism,’ 
‘stupid accretions,’ ‘excrescences,’ ‘bare- 
faced inventions,’ ‘myths,’ ‘fables,’ ‘the 
incredible,’ ‘allegories,’ ‘legend,’ ‘gross 
fiction,’ ‘romance,’ ‘folklore,’ ‘inequali- 
ties and improbabilities,’ ‘traditions 
taken from the mouths of the people,’ 
‘interpolations,’ ‘poor compilations, the 
work of numerous redactors, not to 
mention the wretched incomprehensible 
editing of the whole.’” 


“Forgers could never write the Bible, 
and today if a man should try to pass off 
on a Jew one counterfeit ten dollar bill, 
he would soon land in jail, and have 
plenty of time to reconsider the docu- 
mentary theory of the Pentateuch. The 
Jewish nation would never accept 
forged Books of Moses.” 


“If a man has a wrong premise in his . 


mind, the more brains he has, the fur- 
ther and faster he goes from the truth.” 


“Since the critics have amassed an 
infinite deal of wisdom of this world by 
years of ‘study of each other’s works, 
they naturally feel that the Bible, if a 
supernatural revelation, is an unneces- 
sary intrusion into our evolving world. 
Consequently they try to dispose of the 
supernatural as far as possible because, 


as Renan said, ‘the exclusion of the su- 
pernatural is the first postulate of 
Higher Criticism.’ ” 


“One reason for the extraordinary 
ideas of many critics is their attempt to 
harmonize the Bible with some theory of 
evolution. However, I read in Delitzsch’s 
‘Commentary on the Psalms’ that 
this is impossible, because some of the 
Psalms of David are the most intricate 
poetical and musical compositions in the 
world. You will remember, however, 
that your schoolbooks tried to arrange 
the Old Testament books on this absurd 
theory. Always remember, a fact is one 
thing, a theory is another. Most critics 
are like the man who said, ‘Give me a 
theory and the facts will take care of 
themselves.’ ” 


D*® ERDMAN defends the authenticity of the Pentateuch, Daniel, and in fact, every part of Scrip- 


ture. 


He shows that one of the most appalling results of Higher Criticism was its influence upon 


Karl Marx and that the Fundamentalist-Liberal controversy which began during his lifetime was a 
direct result of the invasion of the United States by German Higher Criticism. 


Dr. Erdman’s essay contains just the kind of material that is needed by Christian high school and 


college students today, and it will therefore be welcomed by all Christian parents and teachers. Under 
the title, “The Peril of Contradicting the Scriptures,” the series will begin in the issue of October 3 
and continue for six weeks. A 22-week subscription at $1.69 in the U. S. A. will include this entire 
series and bring many other good things besides. 





A Special Offer | 


You may obtain a copy of “The Amplified New Testament,” which sells for $3.95, without money 
cost to you, by sending in three new 22-week subscriptions at a total cost of $5, in the U.S.A. (in 
Canada $5.35, U.S.A. dollars). These subscriptions will cover the Frederick Erdman series if they are 
so designated and sent immediately. Address all subscriptions to 


The Sunday School Times Company 





325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 20.GOD'S PROMISE OF PEACE 


Zechariah 7 to 14; printed text, 7:8-12; 8:4-8, 12, 13 


Golden Text.—How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace.—Isa. 52:7 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Zech. 7:8 And the word of the Lorp came unto Zechariah, 
saying, 

9 Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, saying, Execute true 
judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to 
his brother: 

10 And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the 
stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil 
against his brother in your heart. 

11 But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 
' 12 Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest 
they should hear the law, and the words which the Lorp 
of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: 
therefore came a great wrath from the Lorp of hosts. 


Chap. 8:4 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; There shall yet old 
men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and 
every man with his staff in his hand for very age. 

5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and 


6 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; If it be marvellous in the 
eyes of the remnant of this people in these days,. should it 
also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the Lorp of hosts. 


7 Thys saith the Lorp of hosts; Behold, I will save my peo- 
ple from the east country, and from the west country; 


8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God, in truth and in righteousness. 


12 For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give 
her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the 
heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of 
this people to possess all these things. 


13 And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; 
so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let 
your hands be strong. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


girls playing in the streets thereof. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


T THE end of the Jews’ seventy 
A years of captivity in Babylon a 
remnant of her people, some 
42,000 strong (cf. Ezra 2:64), returned to 
Palestine. Zechariah, Haggai, and Mala- 
chi were messengers of God to this rem- 
nant. 

In answer to a question asked by a 
group from Babylon concerning the ob- 
servance of certain fasts, Zechariah 
bluntly replied that the fasts in question 
had become mere formalism; that what 
God demanded was justice and love 
rather than ritualism; but that in spite 
of Israel’s protracted disobedience they 
were still the people of the Lord, the 
object of His favor, and the recipients of 
His blessing (chaps. 7 and 8). 

The prophet then proceeded to deline- 
ate Israel’s future history. Her Mes- 
siah would come’ and present Himself 
as King. Zechariah describes our Lord’s 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem (9:9; 
see Matt. 21:5). But the Jews would 
reject their King, betray Him, and sell 
Him for thirty pieces of silver, the price 
of a slave (11:12, 13). This rejection of 
their Messiah would initiate a series of 
prophetic events that would first spell 
tragedy for the Jews, but ultimately, 
when their once-rejected Lord should 
return to the earth, glory and blessing. 

Few Old Testament prophets write 
with greater directness and clarity than 
Zechariah concerning coming events, 
some of which have occurred already, 
but many of which .still lie ahead. 


Verse by Verse 
Zech. 7:8.—“And the word of the 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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Lord came unto Zechgriah, saying.” The 
prophet repeatedly states that his mes- 
sage is the “word of the Lord” (e.g., 1:1, 
7; 4:8; 6:9; 7:1, 4). He was inspired of 
God in his utterances. 


Verse 9.—“Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, 
and shew mercy and compassions every 
man to his brother.” God had just re- 
buked the people for the superficiality 
of their fasts (vv. 4-7). He now directs 
their thoughts to the attitudes and ac- 
tions without which fasts are meaning- 
less (cf. Isa. 58:3-8). Justice and love 
are divine attributes. They must be 
reflected in the conduct of God’s people. 


Verse 10—“And oppress not the 
widow, ... fatherless, . . . stranger, ... 
poor; and let none of you imagine evil 
against. his brother in your heart.” (Cf. 
Deut. 14:29; Isa. 1:17; Jer. 7:6). “Stran- 
gers” were people of other nationalities 
who had come to sojourn in Israel. 
“Widow,” “fatherless,” “stranger,” and 
“poor” had this in common: all had al- 
ready been deprived, of husband, father, 
home, and possessions. They were 
needy, and likely candidates for abuse. 
Man’s righteousness must (1) extend to 
all classes—brethren and strangers; (2) 
stem from an unselfish heart. 


Verse 11.—“‘But they refused to 
hearken, ‘and pulled away the shoulder, 
and stopped their ears, that they should 
not hear.” “To pull, away the shoulder” 
is, literally, to “offer a stubborn shoul- 
der” as an ox which resists the yoke. 
They “made their ears heavy” (Heb.). 
Stubborn shoulders and stopped ears 
were but signs of inward rebellion 
against the commandments of the Lord. 
The people refused in their hearts to 
obey their God. 


Verse 12—“Yea, they made their 
hearts as an adamant stone, lest they 
should hear the law, and the words 
which the Lord of hosts hath sent in 
his spirit by the former prophets: there- 
fore came a great wrath from the Lord 
of hosts.” “Adamant,” translated “dia- 
mond” in Jeremiah 17:1, was an ex- 
tremely hard stone. Note that the 
“former” (i.e., earlier than Zechariah) 
prophets spoke “by his Spirit” (Heb.), 
as inspired men of God. Israel resisted 
both Law and prophecy, both the 
teaching of Moses and of the ancient 
prophets. Their captivity. was an out- 
pouring of divine anger upon them for 
their stubbornness (cf. Neh. 9:26, 27). 
Zechariah repeats the title, “Lord of 
hosts” (see 8:2, 4, 6, 7): God, who con- 
trols His heavenly armies, is also Master 
of human destiny. 


Zech. 8:4.—“Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; There shall yet old men and... 
women dwell in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem, and every man with his staff in his 
hand for very age.” “Dwell” is “sit” 
(Heb.). The staff, used as a support, 
was a sign of a “multitude of days” 
(Heb.). Longevity was regarded by the 
Jews as a blessing (cf. Exod. 20:12; 
Deut. 4:40). In the tranquility of the 
coming kingdom (still in the future, 
with Jerusalem as its center) people will 
grow old in peace, unmolested by 
enemies. 


Verse 5.—“And the streets of the city 
shall be full of boys and girls playing 

.” Youth as well as old age will be 
prominent when Christ returns to earth 
to reign. These two groups are nor- 
mally considered dependent, defenseless, 
and helpless. Children romping un- 


afraid in the streets: what a contrast to 
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Lesson for September 20 


Israel’s experiences in Babylonian bond- 
age! 

Verse 6.—“Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of 
the remnant of this people . . . should it 
also be marvellous in mine eyes? .. .” 
To the wondering Jews the promise of 


peace and national restoration ta Pales- | 


tine seemed incredible. Only a remnant 
had returned after the seventy years’ 
captivity in Babylon. How could the 
Lord possibly bring enduring serenity 
and conteritment to a people so long 
oppressed? But God knew the answer. 
His plans were by no means astonishing 
to Himself. 


Verse 7.—“Thus saith the Lord... Be- 
hold, I will save my people from the 
east country, and ... the west country.” 
God permitted His people Israel to be 
scattered as a result of their transgres- 
sions (to the east, e.g., Babylon; and 
west, e.g., Greece, Joe! 3:6; and see Isa. 
43:5, 6). But through Zechariah He 
promises to regather them to Palestine. 
He would send “fishers” and “hunters” 
after them (cf. Jer. 16:15, 16) and He 
would certainly restore them to their 
land. 


Verse 8—“And I will bring them, and 
they shall dwell in the midst of Jeru- 
salem: and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God, in truth and in 
righteousness.” Three blessings are here 
pronounced: (1) Jerusalem, Israel’s 
ancient capital, will be the metropolis 
of the kingdom to be established; (2) 
God will once more be knit to His peo- 
ple in the bonds of fellowship; (3) 
righteousness will once more prevail in 
the land. 


Verse 12—“For the seed shall be 
prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, 
and the ground .. . her increase, ... 
the heavens . . . their dew; and I will 
cause the remnant . . . to possess all 
these...” “The seed of peace” (Heb.) 
will be sown. The presence of God with 
His people will result not only in 
happiness, truth, and righteousness, but 
also in peace and material prosperity. 
Both earth and heaven will co-operate 
in bringing benediction to the people of 
the Lord. 


Verse 13.—“. . . as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O . . . Judah, and 
. . . Israel; so will I save you, and ye 
shall be a blessing: fear not, but let 
your hands be strong.” “Heathen” is 
“nations” (Heb.). Note that the ten 
northern tribes (Israel) along with the 
two southern tribes (Judah) are here 
addressed. The “lost tribes” of the 
north will also be regathered. A sharp 
contrast: whereas the Hebrews had 
been a curse to their captors (study 


_carefully Deut. 28:37; Jer. 24:9), God 


would deliver them and cause them to 
be. a blessing (cf. Gen. 22:18). This 
changeless hope was a challenge to 
Israel to abandon her fears and be 
strong. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Two items should be strongly stressed. 
First, Zechariah opens the windows of 
prophecy and allows us an amazing 
view of the future. Israel’s rejection of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. September 13.—God’s Concern for 
PS ES Sar ee paaapiond Jonah 


Next Week’s Lesson 


18. September 27.—God’s Call to Faith- 
fulness. Malachi 











the Lord Jesus~ would bring renewed 
disaster upon her head. “And I will 
sow them among the people...” (10: 
9). The Jews would be scattered to the 
ends of the earth. How literally this 
prophecy has been fulfilled! 

But Israel will some day be re- 
gathered to her national homeland (10: 
10). This we are beholding in our own 
day. Then after a lapse of time not 
specified in Zechariah, during which the 
New Testament Church age will run its 
course, the true Church will be caught 
up to be with Christ, then Antichrist 
will appear and the Great Tribulation 
occur, Christ the Lord will return to the 
earth to smite the nations and set up 
His kingdom (cf. Rev. 19:11, 15). 

Jerusalem will be besieged by her 
enemies (Zech. 12:2). The Lord Jesus 
will return to rescue His people and 
overthrow their foes (12:4-9; 14:1-7). 
When the Jews in the land behold their 
Deliverer (12:10), they will repent of 
their sins (vv. 11-14) and be cleansed 
(13:1). Christ will then set up His 
earthly, universal kingdom with Jerusa- 
lem as its center (14:9-21). Happiness, 
long life, and prosperity will abound (8: 
1-13). And at long last peace, the long- 
coveted but often ephemeral desire of 
nations, will be ushered in. And why 
not? For the Prince of Peace will have 
arrived. 

But Zechariah emphasizes a second 
truth, too. God rejected and scattered 
His people Israel because of their fia- 
grant refusal to heed His holy law and 
the voice of His prophets (7:8-14). 
Rebellion against the Lord invariably 
brings dire results. Let us of a later 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


AME three prophets who were mes- 
sengers of God to the Hebrew 

remnant returned from the Babylonian 
captivity. t 

2. What question did a group of Jews 
from Babylon ask Zechariah? 

3. What opinion did the prophet ex- 
press concerning this question? 

4. What reason did Zechariah give 
for Israel’s going into captivity? 

5. To what two outstanding events in 
our Lord’s career does Zechariah refer? 

6. What tragic result would follow 
the Jews’ rejection of the Son of God? 

7. How will God some day visit re- 
bellious nations with chastisement? 

8. After this visitation of wrath what 
will Christ institute upon earth? 

9. How will the Jews be prepared 
for these soul-stirring events? 

10. Name two characteristics of our 
Lord’s coming Kingdom. 


(Answers on page 674) 
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day ever be sensitive to the will of our 
God! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Zechariah’s reply. to the question 
about fasts (chaps. 7 and 8) 

2. Messiah’s coming and rejection (9:9; 
11: 1-14) 

3. Judgment upon Israel’s enemies (9: 
1-8; 11:15 to 12:9; 14:1-7) 

4. Israel’s restoration and the coming 
kingdom (9:10 to 10:12; 12:10 to 
13:9; 14: 8-21) 


Topics for Development 

Christ will reign on the earth. Zecha- 
riah makes this clear. “His feet shall 
stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives...” (Zech. 14:4). Imagine what 
it will be like when our blessed Lord is 
in personal charge of earth’s affairs. He 


.“shall be king over all the earth” (v. 9). 


No wonder old people’ will be safe and 
children will happily play in the streets! 
(8:3-5.) Then will be fulfilled the 
words of the prophets concerning the 
prevalence of righteousness (Isa. 11:14), 
peace (Mic. 4:3), and prosperity (Zech. 
8:12; cf. Amos 9: 13-15). 

The achievement of peace. The secret 
of peace is faith in the Lord Jesus as 
one’s Saviour and Lord. For when one 
trusts Christ he is justified, accepted as 
righteous by God, and thus enters into 
“peace with God” (Rom. 5:1). “The 
peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing” (Phil. 4:7) steals into the 
heart of the believer who is truly 
yielded to thé Holy Spirit; for part of 
the Spirit’s fruit is peace (cf. Gal. 5:22). 
But world peace will not become uni- 
versal and sustained until the Son of 
God, the “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6), 
returns to establish it on earth. 


Practical Applications 

The immediate question is: Have you 
entered into the heart-peace available 
to all who trust Christ Jesus? If not, 
get quickly and quietly to your knees 
and remain there until you have sur- 
rendered your all to the Holy Spirit, 
your resident guest. 

Formal religious exercises are value- 
less apart from true devotion to the 
Lord. But the person who is walking 
with God delights to engage in the 
worship of God. 

Israel stopped her ears to God’s law, 
rejected His Word, and was taken into 
captivity. Our ears may be stopped by 
negligence, carelessness, or even laziness, 
as well as by the spirit of rebellion. 
The result is irreparable loss. 

Nations of the earth may be in revolt 
against God. The cause of Christ may 
seem to be crushed in certain areas of 
the globe. But Armageddon is still 
ahead. Let men “kiss the Son, lest he 
be angry” (Psa. 2:12). 

Children playing happily in the 
streets—a lovely thought. The happiest 
little ones are those who love their dear 
Saviour and have entrusted their lives 
to Him. Parents, remember this. 


Golden Text 

Isa. 52:7—“How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
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peace.” This verse was intended pri- 
marily to describe the joyous official 
pronouncement, when Christ returns to 
reign, that God is on His sovereign 
throne. The Apostle Paul applies it 
(Rom. 10:15) to the ministry of faithful 
preachers of the Word through whose 
message men hear, believe, and are 
saved. The effective proclamation of 
the Gospel is ever “beautiful” from the 
standpoint of our loving Heavenly 
Father. 


Mep1a, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, 
saying, Execute true judgment .. .” 
(Zech. 7:9).—What less than these four 
things could the Lord ask of His pur- 
chased people? They were to practice 
true- justice and show mercy and com- 
passion to each other. They were not 
to oppress the widow, the orphan, the 
stranger, nor the poor and they were 
not to entertain thoughts of evil in their 
hearts toward each other. 

These things might be called the ir- 
reducible minimum of human right- 
eousness. Their prophets had mentioned 
these things throughout their history, 
so they were nothing new. 

There was nothing difficult or com- 
plex about these commandments. They 
could count on the Lord for the ability 
to perform them, not only out of a 
sense of duty, but out of love to God 
and their fellows. 

They must have known the Spirit- 
inspired words which Amasai said to 
David: “thy God helpeth thee” (1 
Chron. 12:18). 

A small boy learned a lesson of will- 
ing obedience from his dog. He said: 
“I wish I could mind God as my little 
dog minds me,” as he looked at his 
shaggy friend. “He always looks so 
pleased to eee and I don’t!” 


“To obe: fled up sacrifices, 

To hee pA “ied God’s re wih alone suffices. 

To — 4 what fools to harbor e’en the 

oug’ 

ne enn ie nao, © hee 
wrought 

"Twas disobedience drove the ancient pair 
from Paradise, 

Let history and experience make us wise.” 


“But they refused to hearken, and 
pulled away the shoulder .. .” (Zech. 
7:11).—The pulled away shoulder, we 
are told, is a reference to an ox refus- 
ing the yoke. And, in addition to that, 
they stopped their ears; and worse still, 
“they made their hearts as an ada- 
mant stone”; hence their disobedience 
was contemptuous. 

Shakespeare’s words can be used to 
describe Judah at this time: 


She is peevish, ‘sullen, froward, 
Proud, disobedient, stubborn, lacking duty; 
Neither regarding that she is my child, 
Nor fearing me as if I were her father. 


A mother wrote feelingly to her only 
son while he was at college about his 
gambling and. drinking habits. When 
the son received the letters, he tore 
them to bits without even reading them. 
The mother said, “I thought I would 
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die when I found I had lost my hold 
on my son.” 

Someone else who knew the whole 
affair, said, “If a boy kills his mother 
by contemptuous disobedience, he is 
truly guilty as though he drove a dagger 
through her heart!” 

Do we ever stop to think how we 
make God feel when we are guilty of 
willful disobedience? 


“. . . therefore came a great wrath 
from the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 7:12).— 
From the days of Moses onward, they 
had been faithfully warned against dis- 
obedience (Deut. 28). The Prophet Isa- 
iah states the matter very concisely 
by saying: “If ye be willing and obe- 
dient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the sword: for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” 
(1:19). All Israel’s captivities, perse- 
cutions, and pogroms have been due 
to her deliberate disobedience of the 
Lord’s commands. — 

Their present and future troubles re- 
sult from their very definite rejection 
of their King, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 27:25). 

There are two sides to the Gospel, 
which is now being preached to Jew 
and Gentile: “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3:36). 

“There shall yet old men and old 
women dwell in the streets of Jeru- 
salem” (Zech. 8:4).—This prophecy of 
the old men and women sitting, and 
boys and girls playing in the streets— 
broad open spaces and public parks— 
is a Messianic one. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ estab- 
lishes His Kingdom on earth and reigns 
in peace and _ righteousness, this 
prophecy shall_be literally fulfilled. 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, in one of 
his printed sermons, says: “Ever and 
anon these ancient Hebrew seers saw 
glimpses of the coming glory, heard 
notes of the coming harmonies. These 
men were not nearsighted. They were 
farsighted in a far finer sense of that 
word than that in which we mostly 
use it today. They saw so far ahead 
that the things they saw have not yet 
come to pass. They saw a Kingdom 
established over which a King should 
rule in righteousness and in equity.” 

“How beautiful... are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings .. .” 
(Isa. 52:7).—The feet that enable 
preachers, teachers, missionaries, and 
personal workers to go places with the 
Gospel of Christ are beautiful feet. 
The death of Christ for our sins, His. 


‘burial, and His resurrection for our 


justification are the good tidings to be 








Please pray for the. staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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spread today. But preachers and others 
may also tell of the return of the Prince 
of Peace to put down His enemies, and 
reign in peace throughout the world! 
(Zech. 14.) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


‘Succestep Hymns 


“Dear Lord atid Father of Mankind” 
“Come, Every Soul by Sin Oppressed” 
“T’ve Wandered Par Away From God” . 
. A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose patience 
with sinners is a marvel of kindness, we 
thank Thee that Thou art longsuffering, 
not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should repent. Bless, then, this 
lesson to our hearts, that by it we may 
learn to fear Thy severity against long- 
continued sin, and to trust Thy mercy, 
so freely and fully granted to those who 
truly repent of their sins. Help us to see 
the things in us that are offensive to 
Thee. May we abhor what Thou dost 
abhor in us and forsake every evil way. 
Bless the proclamation of Thy Word in 
all lands, and bring the saving power of 
Christ into the lives of increasing num- 
bers of people. To the sick and all 
sorely tried people give help and de- 
liverance. To our statesmen give wis- 
dom for this hour in history. Purify 
and empower Thy Church for her work 
in this world. Keep Thy hand on us 
through another week, providing, pro- 
tecting, and directing. Help us to be 
attentive hearers of Thy Word now and 
faithful doers of it every day. Grant 
us Thy pardon and use us to bless 
others, for Christ’s dear sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Here is a lesson of 
contrast—contrast between God’s acting 
in judgment and acting in mercy. The 
verses in chapter seven show God call- 
ing His people’ to be just and merciful. 


FLEE *to° YOUR Saviour 


Then their hardening of their heart 
against that call is told, leading to God’s 
“great wrath” which scattered Israel 
among the nations. Chapter eight shows 














God’s mercy later on, saving His people - 


from their dispersion, bringing them 
back to their land and to Himself. 

To go on in sin, despite God’s many 
calls to repent, exposes us to His judg- 
ment at last.. To all sinners who are set 
in going the way of evil, this lesson says, 
“You can’t win!” Somewhere, somehow, 
sometime, God’s judgment falls on those 
who will not be corrected and refuse to 
mend their ways. But there is mercy for 
those who return to God and righteous- 
ness. Through His judgments on sin in 
this life God seeks to draw us to repent 
when His gentler calls have left us un- 
moved. Many Jews in their dispersion 
turned to the Lord, and in time He 
ended their -eaptivity, restoring them 
His favor and the land they had lost. 
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Feson for September 20 


Where does your course of life place 
you? Under God’s hand of judgment or 
under His hand of mercy? If you are 
walking in paths of sin, make this the 
day when you forsake your evil ways 
and seek God’s forgiving and restoring 
mercy. 
C , Atta., CaN. 


| Me 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E is a.silhouette of one of the 
kings of Judah for each of you. 
After we recite together John 3:14-18, I 
want you to put all the silhouettes in 
their right order on the bulletin board. 
Just right! Saul, David, Solomon, Reho- 
boam, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Heze- 
kiah, Josiah, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah. 

The Book of Zechariah, from which 
we will read today, was written long 
after these kings had died. For seventy 
years the Jews had been exiles in 
Babylon, but now about 50,000 of them 
had returned to their land. Cyrus, the 
new world-ruler, gave them permission 
to rebuild the Temple, but their enemies 
in the surrounding countries tried con- 
tinually to hinder them. When these 
returned Jews remembered their years 
of exile in Babylon, they would feel 
happy and thankful. But when they 
thought of Israel’s past glory they would 
feel discouraged. 

God sent the Prophet Zechariah to 
encourage them, and to urge them to be 
tighteous. He told them that Israel’s 
future would be even more glorious 
than the past. So the Book of Zechariah 
contains much prophecy concerning 
Christ and His coming righteous reign 
over Israel and the whole earth. 

Although Zechariah wrote about 500 
years before the Lord Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, he prophesied some wonder- 
ful things about Him which were ful- 
filed in our Lord’s earthly life. For 
instance, read Zechariah 9:9. When was 
this prophecy fulfilled? (On Palm Sun- 
day.) Right. Now read Zechariah 11: 
12, 13. When was this fulfilled? (When 
Judas betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of 
silver.) Yes; and this also foretells the 
money being used to buy the potter’s 
field, as Matthew 27:3-10 tells that it 
was. How did Zechariah know so long 
in advance that these things would 
happen? (God told him.) Right. Ful- 
filled prophecy is one of the proofs that 
the Bible is truly God’s Word. 

Turn now to Zechariah 7, and we'll 
Tead verses 8-12, responsively. From 
this passage we learn how the Lord 
wants His people to treat one another, 
and that they had gone into captivity 
because they disobeyed Him and hard- 
ened their hearts to His Word. God 
wants justice, mercy, and brotherly 
kindness in the earth, not oppression of 
the poor, nor suspicions of one another. 

Because the Jews had lived in idola- 
try and unrighteousness, and hardened 
their hearts against His warnings sent 
by the prophets, God’s wrath had come 
upon them and they had been sent to 
Babylon. : 
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These verses should cause us to think: 
Do we always deal fairly with others? 
Are we merciful toward the faults of 
others? God has given us His Word to 
direct our lives. Do we obey its pre- 
cepts, or do we harden our hearts and 
do as we please? If we are unsaved 
and harden our hearts, we will not go to 
Heaven. If we are saved, and disobey 
the Lord, hardening our hearts, we 
must expect chastisement from Him. 

Now read Zechariah 8:4-8. Here is a 
happy promise of future blessing for 
Israel, of which we now see the begin- 
ning of the fulfillment. In recent 
years Jews have been returning to Pales- 
tine from many lands. For eleven 
years Israel has been a recognized 
nation, after many centuries during 
which the Jews were all scattered 
amongst other nations. I recently saw 
a film on “Israel Today.” It was not a 
Christian film, but showed_two things 
now taking place there, which are pre- 
dicted in these verses: boys and girls 
playing in the streets of Jerusalem, and 
excellent crops produced from the fertile 
soil there, by the industrious Jews. 
God has given that land to them, not to 
the Arabs. 

Zechariah tells something of the great 
troubles on the earth during “the day of 
the Lord,” the same time Joel wrote 
about. You remember that phrase, “the 
day of the Lord,” refers to the time 
called “the great tribulation,” and also 
the time right after that, when the Lord 
judges the nations. After that, comes 
the happy thousand years when He will 
reign over the whole earth. 

Zechariah gives thrilling details about 
Christ’s coming from Heaven to judge 
the world, with His redeemed ones, and 
all the holy angels. Will you and I be 
there? Read Zechariah 14:3, 4. When 
our Lord’s feet touch the mount of 
Olives, the mountain will divide in the 
middle, half of it moving north, and half 
moving south. This will leave a great 
valley in the middle, where Christ will 
“sit in the throne of his glory” to judge 
the living nations. ; 

Read verse 9, then verse 16 of this 
same 14th chapter. is will be a thrill- 
ing time for us Christians, too! Al- 
though we belong to the Church with 
our Home in Heaven, we will be with 
our Lord when He comes to reign over 
the earth, with His capital at Jerusalem. 
How our hearts will thrill when “all the 
earth is hushed to see Him crowned”! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, how well do I remember 
away back in the years when I was 
just a kid, how my mother punished me. 
She had a little dried peach switch 
with which she pasted the back of my 
legs, and I tell you it stung. I had 


several bad habits, principally among 
which was lying. I would lie to escape 
punishment, but she knew too well. 
After giving me a chance to confess, 
which didn’t work, she proceeded to 
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give me sharp little whacks which really 
put me to grief. When she had punished 
me enough, she would ‘drop the little 
switch on the floor, put her arms around 
me and draw me up close. While I 
buried my face in her bosom, now 
realizing my sin and thoroughly re- 
pentant, she would be softly rubbing the 
calves of my legs where the switch had 
left its marks and I would be sobbing 
my confession. I knew that that punish- 
ment was more painful to her than it 
was to me. But as someone has face- 
tiously remarked, “It didn’t hurt in the 
same place.” I knew so well that I de- 
served the punishment that I felt no 
resentment; but really took comfort in 
knowing my mother loved me more than 
anyone else in the world did. I remem- 
ber what a surge of good feeling came 
over me as she kissed me and forgave 
me. I think that if I could locate that 
little dried. peach switch now I would 
carefully store it away with my most 
priceless mementos. For it stands out in 
my memory as a symbol of my mother’s 
love. 

As I read the Book of Zechariah, I 
am reminded that most, if not all, of the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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JEHOVAH 
JIREH! 


So Abraham named the place where 
God stayed his hand and provided a 
lamb for the sacrifice instead of his 
son Isaac—“The Lord will provide.” 


And almost a thousand years later 
David declared, “Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies.” 

Today, we of the American Board 
of Missions to the Jews humbly and 
wholeheartedly thank God for His 
unfailing providence as our 64th An- 
nual Report is presented. The table 
that is spread before us each day is 
a plentiful one, but far transcending 
the merciful and ample supply is the 
fact that it is our Lord Himself who 
prepares the table. ‘ 


As we scan the Annual Report, we 
ask in wonder, “How is all this pos- 
sible?” Brethren, there is only one 
reason—He who even in the very midst 
of enemies supplies our every need. 
Jehovah Jireh—the Lord will provide. 
Without fanfare or drive He tenderly 
provides our necessities. We simply 
carry out the task He has given us. 
How we thank God for Himself! 

The table He has prepared is sur- 
rounded by faithful Christian friends 
who loyally support the work with 
their prayers and sacrificial giving. 

And there is another marvelous pro- 
vision which our Lord has spread be- 
fore us in the group of consecrated 
businessmen who serve on our Board 
of Directors often to the neglect of per- 
sonal affairs of pressing importance. 

But even this is not all. There are 
the missionary workers laboring in the 
vineyard day in and day out truly in 
the presence of enemies, for Jewish 
mission work is not an easy task. 

If you are led to share in this work 
with your prayers and gifts, let us 

‘ send you the Annual Report Number 
of our magazine, THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE. Fill in the coupon and mail 
today. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS ~~ 

TO THE JEWS, Inc. 

236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 

New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada | 


God bless your efforts to evangelize the Jews. 
Please aa me a copy of the Annual Report 








Number of THE CHOSEN PEOPLE. 

Name 

Address 

City Zone.... State________. 
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minor prophets begin with severe de- 
nunciation. God is speaking to His 
Chosen People through His chosen serv- 
ants, along with the promise of severe 
national punishment. But before the 
prophecy is ended the Lord seems to 
reverse the picture to show how, if His 
people will repent and confess and turn 
away from their sins, He will freely for- 
give and restore them to a happier 
estate than they had known before. Not 
one of the prophecies closes without 
showing this wide open door into God’s 
great wide open loving heart. In 2 
Chronicles 7:14 the Lord is saying to 
Solomon, “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their’ land.” 

There is another interesting thing: in 
practically all of these prophecies, be- 
fore they close, there is a promise of the 
coming of the Lord to set all things 
right and usher in the day of eternal 
peace. And another beautiful thing 
about it is that we may apply the 
process to our individual lives. After 
all, the real value of God’s Word to us 
individually is that its application to us 
as individuals today is as potent and as 
inspiring and renewing and refreshing 
(even in greater degree) as in its 
application to nations. 

I went out from my mother’s pres- 
ence to my work or my play with a 
spirit of joy that I could never have as 
long as I harbored my unconfessed sin. 


' I had a better understanding and appre- 


ciation of my mother in an atmosphere 
of which I could never doubt her love, 
and only be grateful to the Lord for 
giving me such a mother. 

“Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby.” 

How well our Father knows what is 
best for us and how ready He is always 
to give it to us! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


My Responsibility 

(Zech. 7:8-10; 8:7, 8) 
OW is school going? Are you mak- 
ing a good new start on your 
work? Not sulking, rebelling, or run- 
ning away from the hard, unpleasant 
things you do not like? Suppose 
Prophet Jonah were sitting in that 
chair right now (indicate an empty 

seat). What would he tell you? 

Now I am going to call in another 
prophet. Zechariah, please sit here. 
Good morning, Zechariah! Will you tell 
us when you lived so we can place you 
and your friends on our time ladder? 

(Assume a different tone of voice for 
Zechariah, as in a dialogue.) Well, 


boys and girls, you know many of the 
earlier prophets warned God’s people 


Basie 
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that if they did not obey Him, they 
would lose their land. They lost it! 
And most of the people, including Dan. 
iel and Ezekiel, were carried from their 
homes to Babylon. After seventy years 
God let them come back again, . and 
they started to rebuild their homes 
and the Temple. God sent Haggai and 
me with messages of encouragment and 
warning. After that, Néhemiah was 
the governor and Ezra was a priest 
who taught the people God’s Law. 
(Place Haggai and Zechariah between 
Daniel and Ezra, and Malachi parallel 
with Ezra.) For four hundred years 
there were no more messages until God 
sent His own Prophet-Son. 

Perhaps we. should show Zechariah 
we can repeat all the Minor Prophets, 
and add his name and the names of his 
friends to the list. (Review.) 

Zechariah, have you a message for 
these boys and girls this morning? 

Yes, I'-have. Not about their school- 
work and other tasks, as: Jonah did, 
but about getting along with their 
friends and neighbors—and enemies— 
and everybody! (Read Zech. 7:9, 10.) 
Does that sound like too big words for 
American boys and girls? Well, you 
have my message—I mean God’s mes- 
sage through me—in your Bibles. You 
find it, and I will explain it. Someone 
can write it on the blackboard, so we 
will have a list of God’s rules. 

“Execute true judgment”—Be fair. 

“Shew mercy and compassions”’— 
kind and sympathetic. 

“Oppress not . . .”—Don’t take ad- 
vantage of or hurt: a widow, an or- 
phan, a newcomer, a poor boy or girl. 

“Let none of you imagine evil .. .” 
—Don’t think up something mean to do 
to anyone. 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 671) 
1. Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi. 


2. Concerning the validity of certain 
fasts (Zech. 7:3, 5). 

3. He accused them of mere religious 
formalism (Zech. 7:5); and challenged 
them to show justice and love, without 
which religious ceremonies are value- 
‘less (Zech. 7:9, 10). 

4. She refused to heed the law of 
God and the words of the earlier 
prophets (Zech. 7:12-14). 

5. To His triumphal entry (Zech. 9: 
9) and betrayal (11:12, 13). 

6. The Hebrews would be scattered 
among the nations (Zech. 10:9). 

7. He will defeat and destroy them 
at the Battle of Armageddon (Zech. 14: 
2, 3). 

8. His universal kingdom (Zech. 14: 
9), with Jerusalem as its capital (v. 16). 

9. They will repent and be cleansed 
of sin (Zech, 12:11 to 13:1). 

10. Two of the following: longevity, 
happiness, peace, and prosperity (Zech. 
8:4, 5, 12). 

Mena, Pa. 
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Will you memorize the first two rules, 
hard words and all? 

“Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, 
saying, Execute true judgment, and 
shew mercy and compassions every 
man to his brother” (Zech. 7:9, Mem- 
ory Verse). You can practice them at 
school and home this week. 

Another thing, boys and girls, ‘as a 
prophet God gave me some messages 
of what was to happen many, many 
years later. Some of it is just coming 
true today! Because God’s people did 
not believe His own Prophet-Son, they 
lost their country again! I had a mes- 
sage about that. You can find it in my 
written message (8:7, 8). The Jews 
are going back again now, especially 
“from the west country,” from Europe, 
and building many cities, though they 
do not yet have all of Jerusalem. Keep 
your eyes on that country! All of 
God’s promises through the prophets 
will surely come true. 

Good-by, boys and girls! I'll be look- 
ing for you in Heaven, where we will 
really see each other, and not visit 
just in imagination. Good-by now! 

Good-by, Zechariah! Thank you for 
your message from God. Shall we ask 
God to help us keep these rules that 
He sent us through Zechariah, and ask 
His forgiveness for the times we have 
broken them? (Review the last Mem- 
ory Verse for stars, and stress that 
God’s kindness is the basis for ours.) 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Missionary Doctor’s Act of Love. 

—How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tid- 
ings, that publisheth peace (Isa. 52:7, 
Golden Text). Through the darkened 
streets of Pingtung, Formosa, raced the 
little motor scooter. The rider halted 
it, leaped off, and hurried over to a 
group of people who silently moved 
aside and motioned him to the still form 
of a young woman lying beside the road. 
The man knelt down, his lips moving in 
silent prayer, and made a hurried ex-— 
amination. Then Dr. Olav Bjorgas, the 
Norwegian medical missionary, leaned 
back to look up at the silent onlookers. 
“We are too late,” he said in their native 
tongue, “she is dead. Now we must 
take her body home. Does anyone 
know who she is and where she lives?” 
“Yes,” said one, and gave her name, 
adding that she/lived in a village some 
miles from Pingtung. “Now, who will 
take her home?” asked Dr. Bjorgas. No 
one wanted to go out into the darkness 
with a dead body. The young doctor 
counted his money, then Sent for a cab, 
and waited; and while they waited he 
talked to the people gathered around, 
and in his heart thanked God for the 
opportunity. Finally a light shone 
down the street and an ancient cab 
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Centers of Christian Witness Sorely Needed in Israel 
We earnestly appeal to Christians to pray for us as we seek to meet the following urgent 
needs in Israel: : ’ 
1. A Pastoral minis amongst Hebrew Christians that will 
strengthen their faith and consolidate their witness. 


2. A program of training Hebrew Christians and supplying them 
with tools to enable them to earn their own living. 


8. The means to provide needy Hebrew Christians with proper 
shelter, food and clothing. 


4. An Eventide Home for aged Hebrew Christian immigrants no 
longer able to care for themselves, many of whom have no 
homes of their own. 


5. Adequate centers for the work of The International Hebrew 
Christian Alliance in which Hebrew Christians can find fellow- 
ship and outreach. 

Will you pray for us as we promote our witness for Christ on 4 Continents and in 13 

Countries including Israel? Please send your gift in support of this urgent ministry. 

Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
U.S.A. Canada 
5630-T North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois 91-T Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ontario 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 
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drew up; but when the driver. saw 
the body and understood the grim er- 
rand for which he had been called, he 
quickly shifted gears and roared off 
down the street. There was only one 
thing left to do, and that brilliant young 
doctor, graduate of the finest schools in 
Norway and on the Continent, reached 
down, wrapped that poor dead body and 
strapped it on his own back—all because 
of the love of Christ which had con- 
strained him to come here—and took off 
on his little motor scooter. When he 
entered that grief-stricken home, he was 
able to tell the stricken family of a 
Saviour’s love, and today there is a 
Bible class meeting in that home! Word 
of the unselfish act of love soon spread 
through Pingtung, and the people real- 
ized that he loved them. His eyes and 
hair did not look so strange to them 
now. He has a multitude of patients, 
and is about to build a hospital there. 
—Condensed from World Vision. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


Room—Even for the Poor.—Oppress 
not the ... poor (Zech. 7:10). Mr. 
Lloyd George once told a fine story of a 
quaint old Welsh preacher who was con- 
ducting the funeral service of a poor.old 
fellow, a member of his church, who 
through no fault of his own had had a 
very bad time of it. They could hardly 
find a space in the churchyard for his 
tomb. At last they got enough to make 
a brickless grave amidst the lowering 
monuments that pressed upon it, and 
the old minister, standing above it, said, 
“Well, Davie, you have had a narrow 
time right through life, and you have a 
very narrow place in death; but, old 
friend, I can see a day dawning for you 
when you will rise out of your narrow 
bed, and find plenty of room at the last. 
Ah! I can see it coming! I can see a 
time when there will be room, room, 
even for the poor!” From “Mushrooms 
on the moor,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Willing Deafness.—But they refused to 
hearken, ... and stopped their ears, that 
they should not hear (Zech. 7:11). A 
man said, about something he wished to 
make clear, “why, it is as plain as A B 
C!” “Yes,” said a third party, “but the 
man you are talking to is D E F.” So 
some of our hearers seem to turn away 
from the Word of Gqd. Let us explain 
the Gospel, as we may, if there is no 
desire in the heart, our plainest messages 
are lost—From Moodly Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


They Hated the Light!—Yea, they 
made their hearts as an adamant stone 
(Zech. 7:12). A governor of the Baha- 
mas, who was about to return to Eng- 
land, promised to do his best to procure 
from the Home Government any favor 
And what, 
think you, was their unanimous reply? 
“Tell them to tear down the lighthouses. 
They are ruining the colony.” The men 
were wreckers, and therefore hated the 
light! What were all the early persecu- 
tions but desperate attempts to tear 
down the lighthouses? But the light 
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of God’s Word still shines—From an 
official record. Sent by J. W. Philp, 
Demorest, Ga. 


How He Earned a Bible.—The words 
which the Lord of hosts hath sent (Zech. 
7:12). A fifteen-year-old Korean boy 
named Moon Pyung Chan had a great 
wish to possess a Bible all by himself, 
but his parents were poor. They could 
not afford to pay their son’s school tui- 
tion. How could they afford to give 
him money enough to buy a copy of the 
Bible? He was very sad. When he 
was in church one Sunday, his pastor 
announced that the Bible Society men 
would come to the village with lots of 
Scriptures. The pastor added that the 
Bible Society would accept whatever 
farm produce -the village folks should 
offer in exchange for the Scriptures. 
They would accept even rice-straw 
ropes, brooms, and what not. When the 
boy heard the announcement, he felt 
that his opportunity had come. He would 
make straw-rope. He thought he was 
the happiest boy in the world. He 
could not stop smiling. As soon as he 
returned home, he began to make rice- 
straw rope. He started early in the 
morning and worked deep into, the 
night. By the time the Bible truck 
came to the village, he had made 455 
feet of rope. As soon as the truck 
stopped in front of the village church, 
he ran to it carrying the bundle of rope 
in both arms. He handed it to the man 
in charge, who gave him a brand new 
New Testament. When his hands held 
the copy, two lines of tears were flowing 
down from his eyes, but his face was 
brightened with a smile—From “Worlds 
Apart”—1958 Report of British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


I Belong There.—Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts; Behold, I will save my people 
from the east country, and from the 
west country (Zech. 8:7). A missionary 
in the wilds of Africa was, with great 
feeling, telling his attentive audience 
the story of the crucifixion of the sinless 
Son of God, when the chief of the tribe 
suddenly cried out: “Stop! He does not 
deserve such a death! Take Him down! 
I belong there!” He realized that he 
was a sinner and that Christ was the 
sinless one. And wonder of wonders, 
the sinless one died for the sinful ones! 
—From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


Fountains, Not Reservoirs—Ye shall 
be a blessing (Zech. 8:13). An “Arab 
was asked what constituted the sanctity 
of a certain Mohammedan saint, “What 
does he do?” “He do nothing—he very 
holy man.” There is a spurious holiness 
that looks at itself with a self-satisfied 
complacency, and criticizes others with 
a critical spirit of censure. Such. per- 
sons need to remember one thing. 
Whenever the Spirit is said to come 
upon individuals, He comes upon them 
to communicate blessings to others, and 
not for the endued to retain the blessing 
for themselves—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


UDY and Carol go to the same Sun- 
J day school. But it was not until 
Judy moved near to Carol that the two 
girls got to know each other well. Now, 
since they attend the same public school 
and live only a block apart, they play 
together every day. They also go to 
girl scouts together. Sometimes they 
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have supper at each other’s house. Usu- 
ally Judy and Carol have good times 
together. But one Saturday, soon after 
school began, they had a dreadful fight. 
I cannot tell you what the fight was 
about, for, a few days after the fight, 
even the girls themselves could not re- 
member what it was they fought about. 
You never saw a worse fight. Judy 
scratched Carol’s face with clawlike nails 
and pulled her hair. In return, Carol 
bit Judy and left her sharp teeth marks 
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WILSON'S DICTIONARY 
OF BIBLE TYPES 


Is probably the best aid to Bible Study since the Concordance 
was published. Obtain it from your Bookstore, or from Author. 


DR. WALTER L. WILSON 


Price $6.95 


NOT BUY IT NOW! 


KANSAS CITY 11, MO. 











and all songs with both words and music. 


Brings youth naturally into the church by making 
them familiar with traditional hymnody while yet 
providing a large quantity of gospel hymns of invita- 
tion, consecration, salvation, testimony, etc., as well 
as meaningful, singable choruses and spirituals. 


HOLDS YOUNG PEOPLE 
Provides fruitful opportunity for 
praise, adoration, fellowship and 
instruction. Unique keying system 
in both General Index and Topical 
Index indicates the appropriate age 
group with initials P, J, 1 and S after 
each title. 


“YOUTH HYMNAL 


Send Coupon Today 


YOUTH WORSHIP AND SING meets the challenge 
to ‘give youth the hymns and songs that express their 
worship and build their faith. Has more musical num- 
bers than any other similar sized Sunday School book 







for FREE Sample 







Hope Publishing Company 

8703-LY9 West Lake St. 

Chicago 44, lll. 

Please send FREE sample of new amazing youth 
hymnal “YOUTH WORSHIP AND SING.” 











Mail coupon and learn low price Name yn 
HOPE PUBLISHING CO. 1 Address 
8703-LY9 West Lake Street City. Zone___State. 
Chicago 44, Illinois 
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American Speripture Gilt MUSH Incorporated 
(An affiliate of the London S.G.M.) 


has been providing approved missionaries and full-time Christian workers with Bibles, 
Testaments, Gospels, and Gospel portions for free distribution since 1915. 


Portions are now available in 300 different languages. Missionaries are invited to 


This ministry is made possible by the free-will offerings of those who love the 
Word and want to share it with others. We covet your prayer fellowship as we seek to 
provide Scripture portions in many languages to missionaries throughout the . world. 


Write for free samples to 325 N. 13th St., Dept. T, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 






















Formerly known as “Pocket Bible 


Now in its 22nd Edition 


it Is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with Notes on Books of the Bib! 

oe OT eee Geographical and Chronological Backgrounds, with 75 file. 
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Reformation. 
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Releted Historical Data from the Annals of Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, 


pralley® Bible Handbook 








NEARLY A 
MILLION 


in Print 
With the new revised 
and 


Edition there have 
been 965,000 copies 
ef Halley’s Bible 


Handbook made 


available to earnest 
seekers of the Word. 








4x 6% x 142 inches, 968 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 
Order from your Bookstore or H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, il. 
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Dep't of Missions * 1816 CHESTNUT ST. 








TURAL AMET ICA 


A Nationwide Home Missionary Society supporting fully 
@ staff of over 160 Missionaries serving in 40 states.. 


CONDUCTING Sunday Schools, Vacation Bible Schools, Bible 
Conferences, Pioneers for Christ (a youth organization). 
DISTRIBUTING Bibles and publishing Christian literature. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


PHILA. 3, PA. 





is‘ nothing published, of its size, that has anything like as much practical Bible information. 
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deep in Judy’s arms. Oh, it was dis- 
graceful! Judy’s mother saw the whole 
thing. She did not know how the fight 
had begun or who had started it. But 
she did know that both girls were 
wrong. She rushed out as quickly as 
she could and stopped the fight, send- 
ing Carol home and taking Judy into 
the house. 

Later she phoned Carol’s mother and 
told her what had happened. She also 
invited Carol for supper. Needless to 
say, Carol did not want to go. But her 
mother insisted. When the two girls 
sat down to eat, neither had a word to 
say to the other. Judy’s mother acted 
as if there were nothing wrong. When 
supper was finished, Judy’s father, fol- 
lowing his nightly practice, picked up 
the Bible. It was time for family wor- 
ship. He read from the Old Testament 
prophet, Zechariah: “Thus speaketh the 
Lord of hosts, saying, Execute true 
judgment, and shew mercy and com- 
passions every man to his brother... 
let none of you imagine evil against his 
brother in your heart” (7:9, 10). 

Laying his Bible down, Judy’s father 
looked lovingly at both girls. “This 
was a command that was given for a 
day that is yet future. But it has a 
lesson—a very important lesson—for 
every Christian today.” Judy’s dad 
was always loving and kind. On this 
night he was especially so. “It is true 
that brothers are to be loving and kind 
and compassionate to one another. They 
are not to think evil of each other. But 
what is true of brothers is true also of 
brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Once we are born into the fam- 
ily of God, we are brothers and sisters 
of each other. It is not always easy to 
be kind and loving and forgiving. But 
it is always possible. God makes it so. 
Long after the Book of Zechariah was 
written, the Apostle Paul wrote to the 
Galatian Christians, ‘But the whole law 
is fulfilled in one word, even in this: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not con- 
sumed one of another’” (5:14, 15). 
Carol’s face grew red and hot tears 
filled her usually pretty ‘brown eyes. 
How did God know that some day she 
would bite Judy? He must have known, 
she thought, for here it was, right in 
His Word, warning not to bite one an- 
other. 

“There are times when Christians do 
have disagreements,” Judy’s dad con- 
tinued. “But even when they disagree, 
it does not mean they have to fight 
about it. To do so is to grieve God’s 
precious Holy Spirit, we are told in 
Ephesians 4:30. The command that fol- 
lows is, ‘Let all bitterness and indig- 
nation and wrath (passion, rage, bad 
temper) and resentment (anger, ani- 
mosity) and quarreling (brawling, 
clamor, contention) and slander (evil- 
speaking, abusive or blasphemous lan- 
guage) be banished from you, with all 
malice (spite, ill will or baseness of 
any kind). And become useful and 
helpful and kind to one another, ten- 
der-hearted . . . forgiving one another 
[readily and freely], as God in Christ 
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forgave you’ (vv. 31, 32 Amplified New 
Testament). Now shall we all pray.” 

Carol burst into tears, praying as she 
did so, “Dear Heavenly Father, I was 
wicked and sinful to bite Judy today. 
And I do love her. Please, please for- 
give me. Amen.” 

Judy followed, begging forgiveness 
for the scratching and hair-pulling, and, 
as she said “Amen,” she slid off her 
chair and ran to Carol and, kissing her, 
declared, “I’m so sorry, Carol. I do 


‘love you. And I'll never fight again.” 


And never again did those girls ever, 
ever fight! 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


ve 


Hawaii Will Welcome 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
in Fall of 1959 





N ADDITION to the annual Alaskan 

cruise sponsored by THE SuNDAY 
Scuoo. Times in July of this year, an 
attractive tour to Hawaii has been ar- 
ranged for the autumn. So many of 
the travelers who have benefited from 
the Christian Fellowship cruises to 
Alaska have indicated their desire for 
another trip to Hawaii that all plans 
have been made for the third tour to 
Hawaii from Chicago, October 19 to 
November 10. 

Avoiding the crowded midsummer 
and winter seasons in Honolulu, the 
Christian Fellowship Tour to Hawaii 
will be at a time of year when lower 


prices prevail, and when adequate ac- — 


commodations can be secured aboard 
the S.S. Lurline and on the Islands. 
The trip will include visits to three of 
the major islands: Oahu, Hawaii, and 
Kauai. The Moana and the Royal Ha- 
waiian Hotels will be used at Waikiki 
Beach on Oahu, and the Kena Palms 
Hotel on Hawaii and the Coco Palm 
Lodge on Kauai. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Hawaii will be made in the trade wind 
season, which is the favorite time of 
the year for the natives. Moderate 
temperatures in the mid 70’s prevail; 
there is little or no rain, and cool 
breezes are frequent. 

A special illustrated folder, “Hawaii,” 
is ready for those interested. This will 
describe the entire trip, giving all de- 
tails of price, and so forth. Write to 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 North 13th Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5, Pa. .Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger 


will accompany the tour throughout. 
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AFRICA 


demands Freedom 
Now... Today! 


BREATH OF 


FREEDOM 


a True story, filmed in Africa, of Christianity at work in the tur- 
moil of continent-wide, social, political, and economic Revolution. 


= 16mm, 15 minutes, color, sound. 


Available on a free-will 
offering basis. 


(amerouns 


French 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
49 Honeck Street 
Englewood, New Jersey 


Kquatorial Africa 
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precious moments 


y with PRECIOUS 
LIVES... 


make them count with ASSU lessons 









The he you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well 
help determine the future of 
your students. When you teach 
God’s Word, every minute 
counts. Make sure you select 
Union lessons for all depart- 


ments of your Sunday school, 
from beginners through adults. 
ASSU Bible-centered Sunday 
school materials present the 
whole truth of the Bible. The 
Gospel is emphasized through- 
out and Christ is made pre 





eminent. 


Send for free sample materials today to Dept. $59 _ 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION Suppliers of religious material to Sunday _ 
Schools for over a century. 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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“. terrific! Our children love MY DEVOTIONS’ 


NEW! Daily Devotions 











MY DEVOTIONS is successfully 
carrying a spiritual program into 
more than 100,000 homes. Let it 
help your children learn. to com- 
mune with God daily. 


-CONCOROIA pusLisHine HOUSE 


St. Louis 18, Mo, 





for Young Christians 


Readings and prayers for children 8 to 13. 
Attractively colored cover. Drawings and full- 
page photographs highlight the devotions. 
Issued monthly for as little as 10¢ per copy! 





} 


Send for FREE SAMPLE COPY! 


MY DEVOTIONS Circulation Dept. SST9 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo, 


Please send me a FREE sample copy 


Church 





Address. 





City Zone. State___.. 





Requested by. 





"Rev. Max E. Heinz, Forest Park, Ill. 
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MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


OVER 2,000, 

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 

SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 ohoes, N. Y. 

































Buffalo Hebrew Christian Mission 


Incorporated 
28 Crestwood Avenue Buffalo 16, N. Y. 
Rev. Karl Goldberg, Superintendent 

ge ge | to reach the Jews of Buffalo and 
area with the Gospel by means of personal vis- 
itation in the homes, hospitals, and business 
laces, as well as by radio (The Messianic Hour, 
HLD, 1270 K.C. Sundays at 1:45 p.m.), cor 
respondence and Bible Fellowship meetings. 
Write for free copy of “Israel’s Messenger.” 
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# WHOLE BIBLE 
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and Brown 
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School teachers, Chris- 

tian workers, Bible 
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They live on 


“Sad Street” 


athetic letter came to 
ogmed behind the Iron — 
With it was a snapshot of a 4 
eet but badly undernourn 
Hebrew Christian prowl reeyed 
mf miserable dW 
viserable street whose name, trans: 
lated, is “The Sad Street”. 

Many, many other children like 
these live on the “sad” streets of 
cities on both sides of the Iron Cur- 
tain. What must be the heartache 
of their parents, not to be able to 
provide the things their children 
need for normal, healthy growth! 
What joy when through your com- 
passion we are enabled not only to 


send them food and clothing that 
bring back health and exuberance 
to these shadowed young lives, but 
also to bring to them the glorious 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The health and happiness of these 
children is our sacred trust. Will 
you share it with us? 
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Who Smashed the Windows? 


(Continued from page 668) 


I broke, and he wants to know what’s 
the total damages.” 

Astonished, Mr. Stewart took the 
money offered to him and invited the 
unhappy lad to stay for the evening. 
Mike did stay; had a good time; liked 
the leader, and came back every week 
after that until the day when they were 
to have a father-and-son banquet. Right 
after school, he went to see Mr. Stewart 
to explain that it would be impossible 
for his dad to’come; but the conver- 
sation went on for a long time and 
mostly concerned his own miserable 
life. It ended with Mike’s kneeling 
down to cry to the Lord Jesus Christ to 
forgive his sin and cleanse him from 
all unrighteousness. 

Rejoicing in the assurance of sins 
forgiven, Mike went home, and was 
back with his dad in time for supper. 
“By chance” that evening, a visiting 
speaker showed slides of Mr. Switch’s 
native land and told of his recent visit 
there. Mr. Switch enjoyed it, and sev- 
eral times during the past few months 
he has attended special meetings at the 
church, on week nights. 

Daily, earnestly, the Christians have 
been praying for this family and others. 
Two weeks ago Mike’s father came out 
to a Sunday morning service for the 
first time, and sat down in the very 
front seat. Lovingly, the minister 
watched him during the service, and 
then, at the end, asked whether there was 
anyone who would accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. Immediately, 
Mr. Switch got to his feet, and with 
tears running down his face said, “I 
want to confess my sins, and get for- 
giveness from God, and be born again 
like you other people around here.” 

Well, this is not the end of the story 
of the boy who smashed the windows. 
It is just the beginning; for whosoever 
believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ has 
everlasting life. He shall be saved and 
all his house. (John 3:16; Acts 16:31.) 


WInnirPec, Man., CAN. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 20 


3. How To Pray 
(Luke 11:1-4) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 
S DID last week’s topic on Bible 
reading, this week’s topic on 
prayer carries the thought of action in 
public. Here again the practice of the 
individual in private is\of primary im- 
portance to what he would do in pub- 
lic. We cannot learn to pray sincerely 
and effectively in public until we have 
learned to pray in our own private 
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prayer time. However, it is also true 
that anyone who can pray in private 
should be able to p¥ay acceptably in 
public. 

bd 


The Lord Jesus, in teaching His dis- 
ciples, placed prayer upon the basis of 
a child’s relationship to an all-wise, all- 
loving, and all-powerful Father-God 
(Matt. 6:9; Luke 11:2). Man; has no 
claim upon God except on the ground 
of a trusting, believing child. Only as 
we come, believing in God’s Son, 
through whom we are made true chil- 


dren of God, have we any right to call . 


God our Father or to seek His favor. 
But once that relationship has been 
established (John 1:12; 3:3, 13), we are 
bidden to come boldly to the throne of 
grace to find help in time of need (Heb. 
4:16). 
we 

As in private prayer, public prayers 
should be addressed to the Father, and 
should be begun with worship. The 
Lord Jesus in the simple prayer He 
gave to His disciples followed this 
order. And since prayer is worship, 
it must be offered “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24). If we keep in mind 
that it is to God we are speaking when 
we pray, it will help us to overcome the 
fear of others, which is one of the great 


~hindrances experienced by young peo- 


ple when they are asked to pray in 
public. 
bf 


It should be remembered that when 
you pray in public you are leading in 
prayer, with the purpose that others 
will silently join with: you. Therefore, 
speak clearly and loud enough so that 
the others present can hear what you 
say and will be able to join with you. 

4 

Thanksgiving for what God is, and 
then for what He has done for you and 
your group, should early find a place 
in your prayers (1 Cor. 14:16; Phil. 4:6). 


Petition is of course an important 
part of prayer. In public it is well, as 
a rule, to avoid personal requests of 
your own and to mention those that ap- 
ply to the whole group or in which the 
whole group can join. However, be 
specific and not too general as, for ex- 
ample, “Lord, bless the missionaries.” 
Do not try to include every request 
that you can think of, or that has been 
mentioned. Remember that others may 
wish to pray also and will want to have 
something to pray for that has not al- 
ready been covered. 


Intercession will be an important part 
of prayer in both private and public. 
However, there are ‘many things for 
which you can pray in private for 
others that may be out of place and 
embarrassing in a group. Seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as to what 
you should pray for (Rom. 8:26, 27). 


Prayer should always be offered in 
the name of Christ and the requests 
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Give the Gospel 
to others 


HELP By means of 


THE PEOPLES GOSPEL HOUR 


with PERRY F. ROCKWOOD, Canada’s Radio 
Pastor heard on 25 stations in Canada and 
U.S.A. 


LITERATURE 


Our press is busy printing Gospel literature 
for home and world fields. 


MISSIONARIES 


Helping support Soldiers of the Cross in other 
lands. 


All who send $1.00 to help this faith minis- 
try will receive two books by Pastor Rock- 
wood: 


“TV and Believers” 
“The ‘NEW’ RSV Bible” 
Write 
P.O. Box 1660, Halifax, N. S., Canada 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 











made “for His sake,” and in accord with 
His will (John 14:14; 15:16; 16:23; 1° 
John 5:14, 16). Since we do not always 
know what may be God’s will, it is well 
to make the provision in your request, 
“If it be Thy will,” or some such ex- 
pression. 
4 


Now, obviously, all of these various 
parts of prayer cannot be included in 
“sentence prayers,” which are often 
used in young people’s meetings. Never- 
theless, even sentence prayers can be 
offered in a way that will not violate 
any of the principles given above. Some 
individuals find it a help to write out 
what they want to say and to more or 
less memorize it. However, as growing 
Christians, we should not continue to 
use the “walker” method of sentence 
prayers or memorized prayers, but 
should grow in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ (2 Pet. 3:18), so that we shall be 
able to pray-in public freely and with- 
out stumbling and in a way that will 
not only honor God but will stimulate 
and encourage others to pray accept- 


ably. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1960 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THe SunpAy ScHoo. TIMES 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in yoyr class or school? The list of 
1960 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. This is particularly so 
in the summer vacation period. 

The 1960 Lesson List is prepared in 
a very convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1960 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for use? 

Ordering a supply now will insure 
having your lists whenever you have 
need for them. They may be had for 
20 cents a copy, $2 a dozen, or $16 a 
hundred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th Sf., Philadelphia 5. 


ye 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the .Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
.delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Two Thousand Tongues To Go. By 
Ethel E. Wallis and Mary A. Bennett. 
(Harper & Bros., New York 16; $3.95.) 
The meaning of the title is that there 
are still two thousand languages into 
which no part of the Bible has yet been 
translated. It is the aim of the Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, of which this is the 
story, to translate portions of the Scrip- 
tures into as many of these languages 
as soon as possible. 

The story began in 1917 when William 
Cameron Townsend went as a colpor- 
teur to Guatemala under the auspices of 
the Bible House of Los Angeles. An- 
other important milestone was at 
Christmas, 1920, when Howard Din- 
widdie of the Victorious Life Testimony 
and L. L. Legters went down to help 
Townsend in a Bible conference for the 
Indians. From then on Townsend. and 
Legters worked together in the founding 


(21) 681 





SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 

uests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Aftlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


COUNT TOUR BLESSINGS 

















The Apostle Paul writes, 


“in everything give thanks.” 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pros 
vide some financial security for yourself? 


A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will receive 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). 

After your lifetime, or that of your 
designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by The Salvation 
Army. 

Many other advantages including the 
Income-tax savings are described in 


booklet SST9i. Why not mail the coupon 
today? No obligation. 
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r 
; THE SALVATION ARMY j 
| 120 West. 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y. 


1 Gentlemen: 
r Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST9 
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THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 


| AWAIF 
AWAIL 


A WAY 








to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. ’ 

Our obligation towards these needy ones 
is increasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 


HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 
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of the Summer Institute of Linguistics 
and the Wycliffe Bible Translators. A 
crucial point came in the summer of 
1933, when a day of prayer was held 
during a conference at Keswick Grove, 
N. J. One who was present wrote, 
“Without anyone ever dreaming of such 
a fantastic work as Wycliffe has grown 
to be, I believe that that day in 1933 
the Wycliffe Bible Translators was 
born.” ‘ 

Today there are annual sessions of 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics in 
the United States, Canada, England, and 
Australia; and nearly eight hundred 
members of Wycliffe are working in the 
eleven countries indicated on the maps 
of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres 
shown on the inside covers of this book. 
An important branch is the Jungle 
Aviation and Radio Service.(JAARS), 
directed by Larry Montgomery, former 
combat flier, and comprising twenty 
planes and twenty-one pilots. 

The aim of the Wycliffe Bible Trans- 
lators is certainly a most worthy one: to 
give the Word of God to the numerous 
tribes of the earth in their own lan- 
guages, and great good has already been 
done as this goal has been attained in 
many places. W.B.T. includes in its 
membership brilliant, scholarly linguists, 
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& YOUTH LEADER'S @REAM? 


Lets us plan ovr 
own course. And what a wealth of 


1000 ITEMS 


All kinds of meeting plans, activities, 
parties, sponsor's helps. All tested. For 
all ages of youth. Full instructions for 
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such as Richard Pittman and Kenneth 
Pike, who are leaders with Townsend, 
and whose work has been recognized by 
leading universities and language ex- 
perts. There are hundreds not so well 
known who are laboriously learning and 
reducing to writing tribal languages 
from the tropics to the frozen north and 
out in the islands of the South Pacific, 
One of.the translators is the sister of 
Nate Saint, Rachel,» who is working 
among the Aucas in Ecuador. 

This is an amazing story of hard work, 
answered prayer, and rapid growth over 
the last twenty-five years. In remark- 
able ways funds, personnel, and build- 
ings have been supplied. The leaders 
are men of vision and faith and willing 
to put up with hardships of every 
sort. This well-written history contains 
many thrilling accounts of what has 
been done by brave single girls and 
couples working in lonely jungle sta- 
tions. It is clearly evident that God 
has richly blessed the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics and the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. 


The Rebirth of the State of Israel— 
Is It of God or of Men? By Arthur W. 
Kac, M.D. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$3.50.) For those who wish to see the 
rapidity with which this age is running 
out, this volume will be of immense aid. 
The author is a great student of the 
Bible, of Israel, and of history in gen- 
eral. He was born in Poland, of Ortho- 
dox Jewish parents. While he was in 
the Jewish schools in Warsaw he ac- 
quired a great love for the Bible, the 
Hebrew tongue, and the Land of Israel. 
It was when he was a student in the 
University of Warsaw that he was con- 
verted to the Christian faith. This 
caused a quickening of his love for his 
people, and gave him a fresh insight 
into the meaning and grandeur of Is- 
rael’s destiny. After coming to the 
United States he continued his educa- 
tion. He is at present practicing as a 
consultative radiologist in Baltimore. 
He is a man of wide reading and he has 
fully documented this large volume. 


The work is divided into four parts. 
First he asks, “Does the Bible teach a 
permanent national restoration of the 
Jewish people?” He is convinced that 
it does. The next section deals with 
the rebirth of the State of Israel in the 
context of Jewish history. The third 
section deals with the same subject but 
in relation to current world history. 
The last section deals with Israel’s fu- 
ture suffering in preparation for the 
coming of Christ, and her mission to the 
nations. 

The author brings out some startling 
truths in regard to Israel’s present con- 
dition. She has found her house 
“empty, swept, and garnished” (Matt. 
12:44). In her present pitiful condition 
she is certainly ready to receive spirits 
more wicked than herself. A very val- 
uable part of the volume deals with 
statements made about Christ by prom- 
inent Jewish leaders. This wonderful 
volume should be read by all who love 
Christ’s appearing. 

In commending this volume, as we 
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™ have heartily done, we feel that one 

‘ slight error has inadvertently been in- 

: troduced. The author speaks of “man, 

“ who, according to the Bible, Old and 

New Testaments, is a child of God, 

2 created in God’s image, invested with 

3 all the potential dignity and sacredness 

a of God’s ambassador, has been utterly 

e degraded by Western science and phi- 

t losophy.” We feel sure that Dr. Kac 

1 knows that man was “utterly degraded” 

> long before Western science and philos- 

ophy dealt with him, and that he be- 

comes a “child of God,” in a spiritual 

sense, only after faith in and accept- 

ance of Christ as his Saviour. 

Understanding Your Pupils. By J. 

Vernon Jacobs. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1, paper.) A 
father who read Mr. Jacob’s study in 
manuscript declared, “I can see my 
family on every page.” And the au- 
thor’s careful pen does indeed diagnose 
and prescribe for all sorts of problems 
One meets in today’s teaching and up- 
bringing of children. In the chapter on 
“Physical Growth,” the author shows 
what to do in cases of abnormal and 
subnormal development, while “Mental 
Growth” accents, most of all, the need 
for getting along with people. When a 
child lacks favorable environment, four 
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things are described that may be done 
about it. The chapter on “Character 
Building” provides behavior goals for 
church, school, playground, and com- 
munity. “Child Instincts” are studied 
under physical activity, sélf-preserva- . 
tion, sex, curiosity, self-assertion, ap- 
proval of others, gregariousness, food 
getting, and appeal, all of which, says 
Mr. Jacobs, may and should be trans- 
formed by the Holy Spirit working 
through human leadership. The last 
chapter on “Human Emotions” shows 
what makes the youngsters tick in re- 
gard to anger, love, joy, fear, oe 
and laughter. Subtitles throughout are 
further amplified, as for example, Pr 
of “Fear,” which lists twenty things or 
people of which children may be afraid, 
then shows the effect of such fears, and 
points the way to overcoming faith. 


21 Programs for Young Adults. By 
John H. Gerstner. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50, paper.) 
An author, who dedicates his book to 
The Pennsylvania Railroad because of 
the quiet it offered for his work, would 
have something unusual to say. And 
Professor Gerstner says it in twenty-one 
chapters, each of which begins with a 
Scripture selection, and three hymn 
titles, then ends with five “Questions 
for Discussion.” His first topic, “Reli- 
gion and the Home,” ties the family to 
God, and thereby rightens all its re- 
lationships. The second offers ten help- 
ful maxims on “How To Live With 
Others,” the lesson being spiked by such 
tales as the stuffed owl who winked at 
its critic, and the Irishman who hid a 
firecracker in the right place to teach 
his chest-thumping friend a lesson. “A 
Bird’s Eye View of Church History” is 
followed by “The Basis for a Successful 
Marriage,” and also a study on “Protes- 
tant-Roman Catholic Marriages.” Per- 
haps the most helpful program of all is 
that on “What the Different Denomina- 
tions Teach,” as it sums up the four 
distinct levels in Christian credo. Prayer 
and consecration have their rightful 
place throughout, but one wishes the 


' Word of God was also made a special 


feature. The author is professor of 
Church History and Government in 
Xenia Theological Seminary. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





on the International 
oune, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


September 14 to 20 


Mon.—Zechariah 8:1-8. 
God’s Promise of Peace. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts; If it be marvelous in the 
eyes of the remnant of this people in 
these days, should it also be marvelous 
in mine eyes? saith the Lord of hosts.” 
God’s predictions of days of peace and a 
little sample of Heaven upon earth will 
be all fulfilled in the appointed time. 


i Bible Readings 
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Faith sees these blessings afar off and 
rejoices in God’s marvelous kindnesses 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. The 
Author of peace will make nations see 
His peace upon Israel, in’ their land at 
the time appointed, which now seems to 
be very near (see Rom. 11:11-36). Pray 
for The Evangelical Alliance Mission, 
Chicago. 


Tues.—Zechariah 8:9-13. 
“Let Your Hands Be Strong.” 
PraYER SuGcesTions: “It shall come to 
pass, that as ye were a curse among the 
heathen, O house of Judah, and house of 
Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be 
a blessing: fear not, but let your hands 
be strong.” As Israel heeded the call 
of God to repentance through their 
prophets, He turned to them with 
mercies. If we go against God’s will we 
must also take the consequences of dis- 
obedience; but as soon as we repent of 
our sins, He is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins. God deals thus with 
both saints and sinners. Sin entails loss, 
but penitence assures divine favors. 
The Lord is with us while we are with 
Him. Pray for the Christian Mission ” 
Deaf Africans, Detroit. 


Wed.—Zechariah 9:9, 10, 1 
“Your King Comes.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
into thee: He is just, and having salva-~ 
tion; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 
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Harper's Great Jungle Missionary Classics 


JUNGLE 
PILOT 


The Life and Witness of Nate Saint 


By RUSSELL T. HITT 
Editor of Eternity 


From a harum-scarum, gadget-minded boy, Nate Saint 
grew into the inventive genius of “Operation Auca” and 
one of the 20th century’s most unique witnesses for Christ. 
This is his story, enriched from his own diary and 
letters—beginning with his fabulous family, his experience 
in the Air Force, then his pioneering for American 
inventiveness and the Gospel with the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship, and his martyrdom with the Ecuador five. 


“An honest and believable account of the brief, but 
adventure-packed life of the human and 
lovable JUNGLE Pitot, Nate Saint. 
His life is memorable because he was‘ 
; a typical American fellow who 
dared to leave his life in the 
Hands of Jesus Christ.” 
— EUGENIA PRICE 


With 16 pages of photographs 


Shadow 
of the 


Almighty _ 


By Euisasetu Ex.iot. The in- 
spiring companion to Through 
Gates of Splendor based on the 
rich devotional material of Jim 
Elliot’s diary. ‘‘A fascinating 
portrayal of a modern mission- 
ary martyr.”— FRANK E. GAEBE- 
LEIN. 16 pages of photographs. 

5th printing. $3.75 






At your bookseller 





$3.75 





Through 
Gates of 
Splendor 


By ExisaBetu Ex.ior. The dra- 
matie story of the five missionary 
martyrs in Ecuador. “Inspired 
... Under the author’s guidance 
we pass into a spiritual experi- 
ence that is beyond time and 
space.”—DanrEL A. POLING. 
With the Cornell Capa illustra- 
tions. 8th printing. $3.75 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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upon a colt the foal of an ass.” The 
disciples remembered this prophecy, ang 
that they had: done these things pre. 
dicted by Zechariah. It is a great thing 
to be led by the Spirit of God. As 
many as are led by the Spirit, they are 
the children of God. Do you see Gods 
hand managing you and your affairs? 
Pray for more providential tokens iq 
your life and service for your Saviouw 
and Lord. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 2:11-22. 
The Lord of Peace, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He is our peace,” 
It is Christ who has reconciled us to 
God by His blood shed on the cross. He 
not only reconciled us to God, but made 
peace possible between all who have 
obtained pardon and the gift of the 
Spirit. Be careful to be of one mind, 
and to live, if possible, in peace with all 
men. Endeavor to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. Pray for the 
Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc, 
Fresno, Calif. 
Fri—Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12. 

To Dwell in Peace, 

PRAYER: SUGGESTIONS: “The sparrow 
hath found an house, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, O Lord of 
hosts, my King, and my God.” There is 
a place of lovely rest for our weary 
souls. Let us be wise to choose the only 
place where safety and certainty of full 


enjoyment shall be ours. Imitate the 


wise birds by taking refuge in Christ, 
the only Hiding Place. 
secret place of the Most High. Here is 
peace that passeth all misunderstand- 
ing.” Pray for the Gospel Furthering 
Fellowship, Springfield, Del. Co., Pa. 


Sat.—Psalm 85:1-7. “Restore Us Again.” 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again: that thy people may 
rejoice in thee?” Look to God in prayer 
for revival, the greatest need of the 
people of God. But also work toward 
the answer to your prayers. The farmer 
asks God to give him good crops; but if 
he is wise he will work toward that 
blessing. So with revival, wishing must 
be coupled with obedience to the will of 
God. Haggai called upon the people to 
take pleasure in God’s house in practical 
ways, and said, as they began to do so: 
“From this day will I bless you” (2:19). 
Revivals in homes and churches are still 
on the same divine terms. Pray for 
Evangelical Union of South America, 
Englewood, N. J. : 


Sun.—Psalm 85:8-13. 


Love and Faithfulness Meet. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Mercy and truth 
are met together; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other.” Hebrew 
poetry consists in a hymning of ideas, 
not sounds of words. Their picturesque 
language conveys great Biblical truths 
to mankind. When Love and Faithfulness 
meet, they glorify a Christian’s life. 
These graces are what make one’s testi- 
mony for Christ influential and effec- 
tive to both saints and sinners. A good 
life and a good lip are great Gospel 
fishing tackle. Pray for Mino Mission, 
Inc., Columbus, Ohio. 
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